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ADVENTURES 
JOHN or GAUNT, 


DUKE or LANCASTER. 


ISI A. 


1 Couſin of 
Lancaſter, aid the noble 

earl of Marche, raifing himſelf on 
his elbow and extending his right 
hand towards the illuſtrious viſitor ; 
Vor. I. B I en- 


—— — — 


you then made, of recounting the 
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I enjoyed laſt night a more unin- 
terrupted repoſe, (bleſſed be the 
holy Virgin) than I have at any 
ſeaſon ſince my late miſadventure. 
My bones ache lefs, and the an- 
guiſh of my wound is conſider- 
ably aſſuaged. Much was I de- 
lighted, courteous kinſman, with 
the particulars you related yeſter- 
day concerning your youthful days. 
Proceed, I pray you, if it be not 
irkſome) to perform the promiſe 


various and extraordinary adven- 
tures that have happened to your- 
ſelf, 
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ſelf, and that flower of Engliſh 
chivalry, the valiant Prince of 
Wales. Such a recital will make 
my mind merry, and contribute to 
the reſtoration of my bodily eaſe. 


Brave Mortimer, replied the 
duke, if you can pardon the ego- 
tiſm which is incident to old age, 
I will incontinently gratify your 
defire. 


I was yet a young man, when 
one day, as I fate in my chamber, 
in the royal caſtle of windſor, my 
Ba brother 
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brother Edward, that glorious and 
lamented pattern of princely and 
knightly virtue, entered, and with 
an anxious air accoſted me as fol- 
lows: Brother of Lancaſter, the 
laurels which adorn my brows, the 
exultations of victory throughout a 
grateful kingdom, have no power 
to mitigate the pains with which 
a paſſion leſs grand, but more im- 
perious than the thirſt of fame, 
now afflicts this enſlaved and un- 
alterable boſom. My love for the 


lady Ermenilda, of the noble houſe 
of 
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of Beauchamp *, is augmented, 
is confirmed : the tumult of war, 
inſtead of ſtifling this affection, 
hath ſerved but to re-animate and 
fix its force, and the triumphs of 
Poictiers and Creſſy, gave the final 
defeat to a heart already wounded 
at the feſtival of Hatfield. For in 
the hour of battle ſhe was preſent 
to my mind; in the extremity of 
danger did I invoke Ermenilda; 
it is thou, paragon of excellence, 
ſaid I in ſecret, that, next to 
Heaven, now inſpireſt my breaſt 


* Earl of Warwick. 
B 3 with 
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with valour ; now ſtringeſt my arm 
with vigour ; the ſpoils, and the 
captives, and the kingdoms he may 
gain, ſhall be the trophies of thy 
conqueſt over him who adores thee. 
In fine, brother of Lancaſter, it is 
my firm intention to depart with- 
out delay for the caſtle of the carl 
of Warwick, and (with the favour 
of the faints above) deſerve the 
ſiniles of Ermenilda. 


The Black Prince ended, and I 
replied in theſe words : The in- 
terval of tranquillity which Eng- 
land 
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land now enjoys, preſents, heroic 
brother, an opportunity for your 
deſign. I approve, I applaud this 
ardour to appear worthy of the 
love of the beautiful and illuſtrious 
daughter of carl Beauchamp ; but 
permit, I beſeech you, that the 
duke of Glouceſter and myſelf may 
bear you company; our brother of 
York likewiſe will, I am well per- 
ſuaded, rejoice to partake in this 
agreeable expedition. We are 
youthful, are impatient to ſurvey 
this great and happy kingdom, and 

B 4 to 
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to ſignalize our valour in the at- 
chievements of chivalry. 


Generous Lancaſter, replied the 
prince, be it then as you defire. 
But it is my with that we diſcloſe 
not, for a certain time, our royal 
name and quality. I will lay aſide 
my black armour, and provide me 


with a habergeon of a different 


faſhion. Thus ſhall we.the more 
eaſily mingle with the many, who 


imagining that we are knights of 
leſs exalted condition, will ſpeak 


and act without reſerve in our pre- 


ſence, 
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ſence, and diſplay the native vigour 
and variety of their characters. 
To-morrow then, ere the bell 
rings for matins, meet me with 
York and Glouceſter at the ivy- 
covered cottage, which you ſee 
near yonder thicket; for thither 
will I command my ſquire to hold 
in readineſs my ſteed and arms. 
Farewell, the king our father, 
expects me at the council, and I 
haſte to hear his pleaſure. This 
faid, the prince retired, 


B 5 Friar 
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Friar Hildebrand here relates, 
that the lord Edmund Mortimer, 
experiencing a ſudden pang from 
his wound, which was yet but 
tender, prayed the duke of Lan- 
caſter, to diſcontinue, for the pre- 


ſent, his narration. 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 2 


GOOD health, and 
ſpeedily, to the carl of Marche, faid 
John of Gaunt, on the enſuing 
day, as he entered the apartment 
of the infirm hero; the wounds 


received in war, or in tournaments, 


which are an image of war, carry 
with them the conſolation of a 
glorious name, a very balſam to 
the miſchief, which laſt is but 


B 6 temporary, 
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| temporary, while the former is 
| | immortal. Of the wound in my 
head, which I received at the field 
of Creſſy, what remains but a ſcar, 
which is now ſcarcely viſible ? 


The earl, who was ſomewhat 
recovered, thus replied with a 
look of gratefulneſs; illuſtrious 
duke, your words are ever com- 
fortable, as your actions are ever 
benign. Lo! I wait with atten- 
tive cars to learn in what manner 
you idued forth from Windſor, 

2 with 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 1; 
with the knightly prince of 
Wales. 


Then the duke of Lancaſter, 
having drawn his chair to the bed- 
fide, reſumed the thread of his 
diſcourſe as follows: On the mor- 
row we aſſembled at the hour 
and place of rendezyous. The 
duke of Glouceſter firſt appeared. 
He beſtrode a cheſnut- coloured 
ſteed of matchleſs ſtrength and 
beauty : his armour was inlaid 
with a filver border, in imitation 
of rich foliage ; from his helmet 
roſe 
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roſe a plume of lofty crimſon fea- 
thers; on his target he bore, for 
the purpoſe of diſguiſe, a dolphin 
a field azure. The prince of Wales 
came next. Inſtead of his well- 
known fable coat of mail, he was 
now clad in a hauberk of the 
plaineſt ſteel, not inapplicable to 
Eis own unoſtentatious diſpoſition. 
He was mounted on a white 
courſer ; the device on his target 
was a wolf in a field or. I was 
third at the cottage. My armour 
| differed little from that of the 
prince of Wales. I wore, indeed, 


in 
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in my morion ſome tufts of black 
horſe-hair: my device was an 
eagle. Laſt came the duke of 
York in a habergeon ſomewhat 
ruſty; for ſo indolent was this 
prince, that he had neglected to 
give the timely orders to his ſquire 
to have it ſcoured the preceding 
evening. On his target was 
painted a griffin, and he preſſed the 
ſides of his fable ſteed Uraldo. 


And here, my lord of Marche, 
it may not prove unſeaſonable to 
dwell for a few moments on the 
temper 
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1 temper and character of each of 
| theſe illuſtrious brethren. 


Of all the knights whoſe at- 
chievements were known to fame, 
Ed ward prince of Wales was alike 
the firſt in virtue, as in valour and 
nobility. Whether viewed in the 
paths of war, or in the ſofter 
ſcenes of peace, filial piety, huma- 
nity, modeſty and greatneſs of ſoul 
adorned him without equal, and 
almoſt without example. The 
pattern of rectitude, the ſcourge of 
depravity; his deeds and courſe of 

life 
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life were the ſtandard of true excel- 
lence to the youth, not of Eng- 
land only, but of Europe; a great 
beacon ſhining from afar, to direct 
them to the road of honour, and 
to warn them from diſgrace; till 
to be like the Black Prince, be- 
came the proverbial praiſe to 
which parental anxiety rouſed the 
riſing generation. In him ſcience 
met a friend, religion an active and 
unequivocal protector. In the 
hours of familiarity with his ſe- 
lected companions, (a diſtinction 
to which merit was the indiſ- 

penſable 
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penſable recommendation) he for- 
got not that he was one day to be 
the ſovereign of a great people: 
amidſt the pleaſures of a gallant 
and the buffoon found no refuge 
at his board; intemperance turned 
away with diſappointment from 
his threſhold, and curſing the de- 
corum that refuſed her admittance, 
the jealous ſenſe of dignity that 
deſpiſed and repulſed her. Thus 
a fortunate conjunction of theſe - 
perſonal qualities with an elevated 
ſtation enabled the heir apparent to 

render 
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render worth and nobleneſs the 
very humour of the times, till even 
ambition learnt to hate her own 
artifice and venality, and to found 
her hope of grandeur on an attach- 
ment to true glory. | 


Edmond, duke of York, was 
of an indolent, but generous tem- 
per ; was neither very vicious, nor 
very virtuous ; his chief praiſe con- 
ſiſted in an unlimited admiration 
for the prince of Wales. 


But 
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But widely different were the 
genius and character of Thomas, 
duke of Glouceſter. Afpiring, 
reſtleſs ; magnificent, profuſe, he 
an. poſſeſſed all the ardour without the 
| ſolidity of the Black Prince. His 
hot-headedneſs, or, if you will, 
the ebullition of youthful ſpirit (I 
ſpeak as an hiſtorian, not as a 
brother) betrayed him into quar- 


rels ill- becoming his condition as 
a prince of the blood royal, while 
his vanity bade him liſten to the 
adulation of thoſe who would per- 
thy ſuade him that his conduct was 
| ' | the 

{| 

| 
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the perfection of magnanimity. 
Nor were the affectionate counſels 


and concern of the prince of 


Wales at all times as prevalent, as 
from their value they ſhould have 
been. For the duke of Glouceſter, 
though he loved and admired his 
brother Edward, had ſecretly in- 


dulged the erroneous ſuppoſition, 


that he himſelf enjoyed, in ſome 
inſtances, the ſuperiority ; and that 
neither the wiſdom, nor even the 


virtues of the prince of Wales, 


were ſo pre-eminent as the par- 


tiality of the nation had accounted 
them. 


4 
— — — — . 
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them. Such, my lord of Marche, 
were the characters of theſe princes. 


The morning proved ſerene, 
and the matin bell was ſummon- 
ing the canons to their holy duty, 
when we, with our reſpective 
ſquires, departed from the ivyed 
cottage, and took the road to Ox- 
ford, intending to touch at Wood- 
ſtock, where reſided the poet 
Chaucer. We were not many 
miles from Windſor, when we 
deſcried a knight before us, who, 
by the hard trot in which he 

I travelled, 
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travelled, ſeemed to have expedi- 
tion more at heart than eaſe or 
meditation. We ſpurred our ſteeds, 
who being fleet as well as vigorous, 
ſoon enabled us to overtake him. 
The uſual courteſy of falutation 
paſt ; our ſatisfaction was ſupreme, 
when, upon lifting up his vizor, 
he diſcovered himſelf to be no 
other than the gallant Owen Glen- 
dower. Owen was now in his 
nineteenth year, ardent of foul, 
and robuſt of body. He had been 
refining his manners at the court 
of our father Edward, and was 


now 
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now on his return to Wales, where 
he poſſeſſed an extenſive heritage 
on the borders of the Dee. 


We diſcourſed upon many to- 
pics relating to love and chivalry. 
The Cambrian hero informed us 

that he meant to be preſent at a 
gorgeous tournament, to be folem- 
nized at the royal caſtle of Car- 
narvon, at which it was expected 
that many knights and barons, 
both of England and of Wales, 
would diſplay their high valour 
and addreſs in combat, and that all 


who 
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who were beautiful and illuſtrious 
in the land, of dames and damſels 
renowned for rigorous virtue, 
would embelliſh the magnificent 
and martial ſpectacle. He alfo 
added, that the daughter of the 
lord of Warwick, the lady Erme- 
nilda, was, if rumour ſpoke not 
falſely, even now at Carnarvon 
caſtle, with her couſin, the lady 
Sigiſmunda, the much - admired 
daughter of earl Montacute the 


governor *. 


* Montacute earl of Saliſbury. 


Ves. I. 6 No 
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No ſooner had the noble Glen- 
dower delivered this information, 
than the Black Prince with joy 
exclaimed, To Carnarvon then, 
brave knights, let our career be 
directed: already I prefage ſcenes 
of chivalrous atchievement, that 
will dignify your names to the 
remoteſt poſterity. The hero ſaid: 
with one accord we embraced the 
reſolution, each - exulting in the 


hope of conqueſt over warriors 
great in arms, and of being himſelf 
aſſailed and vanquiſhed by the irre- 
ſiſtible attractions of ſome adorable 
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ſpectatreſs of his valour and agility. 
But the day of tournament was 
not at hand: much room there- 
fore remained for intermediate ex- 
ploit, much too for applauſe, or 


unexpected adventure, ere our 
hearts could be delighted with a 


recreation ſo ſublime. 


But enough for the preſent, 
noble kinſman, faid the ſenſible 
and conſiderate Lancaſter ; I will 
not fatigue your ſpirit (weak as 
now you needs muſt be) with too 
ample a portion of my hiſtory. 

C 2 At 
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At another time I will reſume it. 
To whom the earl of Marche: So 
impatient am I, moſt beloved 
couſin, to hear what befel you ere 
your arrival at Carnarvon, that, 
ſhould you not continue your nar- 
ration to-morrow, I ſhall turely be 
ill at eaſe. By holy Paul, replied 
the duke, if I be alive and able, 
I will not fail to gratify you. 


Having thus ſworn, he took his 
leave and retired, 
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5 


SCARCE had the 
golden ſun attained to his meridian 
grandeur, when the benevolent 
and punctual John of Gaunt re- 
paired to the apartment of the ex- 
pecting earl Mortimer. Salutation 
made, and divers courteous queſtions 
aſked and anſwered, the high- 
born hiſtorian thus addreſſed his 


feeble kinſman: Meanwhile the 


C 3 ſpeedy 
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ſpeedy hours paſſed away. The 
keenneſs of the morning air had 
awakened appetite: but Wood- 
ſtock was now in ſiglit; the ſmoke 
which curled from the ſequeſtered 
roof of the learned and hoſpitable 
Geoffrey Chaucer aſſured us at once 
of a reception and a repaſt. And 
now we enter through the neat 
white gate; we wind downafloping 
alley, which, hedged on either fide 
with the woodbine ed wild roſe, 
for a while conceals the manſion. 
At length it ſalutes our eyes from 


the midſt of a modeſt eminence 


that 
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8 that gradually ſwelled above the 
* level of the valley, and at the bot- 

* tom of which ran a rivulet that 

ke maintained the adjacent fields in a 

- vivid and perennial verdure. Here, 
le 


in the cultivation of letters, did the 
independent and happy poet lay the 
ground-work of immortality. We 
alighted ; we entered a little veſti- 
bule overſhaded with white jeſſa- 
mine ; we advanced ; on one ſide 
was a kitchen, from the rafters of 
which hung many a ham and 
goodly flitch of bacon. By the 
fire fat an elderly and orderly dame, 
c , 


who 


„ 
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who roſe at our approach, and 


conducted us to a parlour, (curt- 
ſeying ever and anon) where a 
damſel of ſome beauty, at whoſe 
ſide gently gingled a ſhining bunch 
of keys, prepared for the morning 
meal, by ſpreading a ſnowy cloth 
upon an ancient oaken table, with 


the poliſh of which ſcarcely could 


the mirror contend. 


Geoffrey was ſtill abed. The 
damſcl withdrew : it was doubtleſs 
to arouſe her lord. Meanwhile 


we admired the neatneſs of the 


apart- 


. 
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apartment, where Chaucer undiſ- 
turbedly compoſed his lays. We 
looked out of the windows, and 
ſurveyed the rich foliage of the 
neighbouring groves, through the 
devious paths of which was Dan 
Geoffrey wont to wander. At 
length he made his appearance, 
and with an air of courteſy and 


reſpect, gave us welcome to the 


bowers of Woodſtock. 


The board was quickly loaded 
with invigorating viands, and witty 
diſcourſe went round. Breakfaſt 


C 5 con- 
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concluded, the bard, at my deſire, 
recited ſome fragments of a yet 
unfiniſhed lay, the title of which 
was, The Houſe of Fame.” 
Our attention was not ill beſtowed ; 
the production was excellent, and 
the Black Prince, who loved to 


give merit its due praife, was the 


foremoſt to applaud the invention 
and the ſkill which Chaucer had 
diſplayed in that diverting and in- 
ſtructive poem. Yet he could not 
help obſerving that, in ſome parts, 
the lines were incorrect as to 
metre; a fault which, my lord of 

Marche, 
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Marche, lies ſtill unremedied, as 


e, | 
et q you and I of late took notice, when 
h 1 peruſing the work together. 

: From the mention of the Houſe 


of Fame, we were led to inform 
Chaucer of our intended expedi- 
tion. He commended our deſign, 
and, on my making the propoſal, 
moſt willingly conſented to ac- 
company us. For Chaucer had 
never been in Wales, and his incli- 
nation to viſit that romantic prin- 
cipality, and be preſent at the 
tournament at the caſtle of Car- 


C 6 narvon, 
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narvon, was in no wile inferior to 
ours. Accordingly he commanded 
his beſt palfrey to be made ready. 
While this was performing, we 
looked over a collection of vo- 
lumes, which, being ranged with 
regularity on ſhelves, and clad in 
vellum, were equally of uſe and 
ornament in the parlour of the 
poet, There lay invaluable copies 
of hiſtories (tranſcribed with great 
art and beauty) which treated of 
the exploits of the ancient Greeks 
and Romans, many Saxon poems 


alſo, many ballads of the Trouba- 


dours ; 
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dours; the novels of his cotem- 
porary Giovanni Bocaccio, and the 
incomparable ſonnets of the cele- 
brated Petrarch. Theſe two writers 
were perſonally known to Geoftrey, 
who in his travels had met them 
at the courts of the Italian princes. 
Of books of chivalry he poſſeſſed 
a precious ſtore. Owen Glen- 
dower ſearched eagerly for the 
hiſtory of king Arthur, affirming 
with a loud voice, and with vigo- 
rous geſture, that no hero of anti- 


quity, or of modern days, could 
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| \'f a be juſtly compared to the Britiſh 
| | worthy. 
17 By this time the palfrey of the 
* | poet was at the door. We remount 


our courſers, and with augmented 
alacrity purſue the road to Strat- 
ford. Not far from the banks 
of the Avon, we eſpied a horſeman 


ſpurring towards us with prodi- 


gious ſpeed. At a nearer approach 


we could perceive that terror was 
; li | imprinted on his countenance, For 
. the ſake of holy God, noble war- 
i riors, exclaimed he, haſten, Oh! 
haſten 
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haſten to the caſtle in yonder 
wood, and fave the life of an aged 
baron, whom fix caitiffs have 
threatened with immediate de- 
ſtruction : even now they are 


forcing the inner gate. At the 
word, we followed him, and were 
ſoon near the precincts of the 
caſtle. We flew to the draw- 
bridge, which, at a fignal from our 
guide, was lowered, and entering 
the inner court, beheld the fix 
ruffians maltreating an old man, 
who by his mien and attire ap- 
peared a perſon of dignity, The 

Black 


= 
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Black Prince in a haughty tone 
commanded them to deſiſt, which 


3 they refuſing, we drew our faul- 
a 


r 


chions and advanced upon them. 
7 Abandoning their prey, they ſtood 

upon the defenſive with their 
q ſwords and partiſans. And now a 
+ hideous carnage of theſe caitiffs 
would have enſued, had not our 
ears been aſſailed by the voice of 


an aged female, which tremulouſly 


iſſued from the next tower. She 


beſought us, for the love of Hea- 
ven, to have mercy on thoſe in- 


vaders, one of whom was no other 


than 
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than the lord Ferdinand Fitz- 
warrenne, the youthful heir appa- 


rent of a very noble family. 


On receiving this intelligence, 
we ſheathe our weapons, and de- 
mand of the baron, who ſtood 
trembling at the idea of the peril 

he had eſcaped, what cauſe could 
have incited the lord Ferdinand 
Fitzwarrenne to a conduct which 


appeared fo unknightly and out- 


rageous. The baron replied, that, 
if we would follow him into the 


caſtle, he would unfold to us the 


meaning 
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meaning of this extraordinary pro- 
ceeding. But firſt, added he, it is 
neceſſary to ſecure theſe priſoners. 
Whereupon they were ordered to 
be confined in a ftrong tower. 


Previous to their impriſonment, 


we commanded them to lift up 


their vizors. Five were of the 
vulgar: the fixth was a youth, 
whoſe ingenuous and noble viſage 
denoted him to be the perſon of 
whom that aged dame had ſpoken. 


This done, we accompanied the 
lord of the caſtle, who led us into 
| a ſpacious 
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a ſpacious and magnificent cham- 
ber, where, having expreſſed his 
gratitude for the ſuccour we had 
afforded him, he accoſted us in 
theſe words: I was ſcarce returned 
from our wars upon the continent, 


where I had ſerved with ſome re- 


nown under our martial monarch 


Edward, than it was my misfor- 
tune (for ſome ſin of mine, I ſup- 
poſe) to become guardian to a rich 
and youthful heireſs, the lady Bar- 
barina, of an ancient and auguſt 
houſe, Since that ill-fated hour, 
I have known no eaſe. My days 
are 


4 UID Ag 
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are diſturbed with the preſump- 
tuous prete:itions of the indigent 
and the vain, my nights with me- 
ditation on {ic means of diſap- 
pointing em. Raw t#triplin 
who have ſcarce learnt to buckle 
en their hauberks ; vain - glorious 
adventurers, whoſe ſole recom- 
nendation if any it can be) is 
that they have ſeen the Holy 
Lard, and wito poiieſs not as much 
eſtate as even their targets can 
cover; gid.'y knights, who have 
diced away tlicir patrimonies, or 
ſpent them in the ſtews; mi- 


nions 
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nions of the court, who deem 
that gallant raiment and a ſtately 
port will dazzle me into con- 
ſent; men alſo of remote anceſ- 
try, who affail me with genea- 
logies, and eſcutcheons of twenty 
quarters ; others again, who annoy 
me with nice language, and with 
verſes, as if a rhyme ſhould ſeduce 
me from my vigilance; [here 
Chaucer ſmiled] all theſe, and 
many more, beſet me continually. 
Nevertheleſs, I liſten not to their 
ſuit, 
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45 ADVENTURES OF 
In fine, I have more diſquiet 
from Barbarina herſelf, than from 
all this hoſt of lovers. She com- 
plains that I keep her from the 
fight of men, and that the bloom 
of her days will paſs away undiſtin- 
guiſhed. Inſtead of that amiable 
defire of privacy, and that induſ- 
trious diſpoſition which fignalized 
the damſels of the good old times, 
the lady Barbarina would lead an 
unprofitable life of pleaſure. Is 
there a feaſt or a ball at any caſtle? 
She muſt go; a tournament to be 
ſolemnized? She weeps to be at 
the 
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the ſpectacle. And all this, with- 
out doubt, but to afford an oppor- 
tunity to ſome audacious pretender 
to make encomiums on her beauty, 
and perhaps to cenvey her away 
from me, her unhappy guardian. 


It was but fix weeks ago that I 
ſurprized a tall knight, in a ſhabby 
ſuit of amp; on his knees to her 
in a grove which is adjoining to 
this caſtle, where I ſuffered her to 
walk with an aged female attend- 
ant, the fame who addreſſed you 
from the ſpike-hole of the tower. 

2 I re- 
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I cetired behind a tree, with intent 
to lie concealed till he ſhould con- 
clude an oration, which endured, 
it is my opinion, for an hour and 
a quarter. At length, out of pa- 
tience with his buſineſs and his 
ſpeech, I ſtarted from my retreat, 
and interrupted him at the very 
moment when he was calling her 
drome inſtance of raviſhing perfec- 
tion! I conducted the divinity in- 
ſtantaneouſly to the caſtle, and 
confined her attendant to the tower 
already mentioned, for having thus 
abuſed the confidence I had fo 
fatally repoſed in her. 


Indeed, 
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Indeed, ſome time before, I had 
cauſe to ſuſpe&t her of infide- 
lity. For one evening, about twi- 


light, as I was riding to a neigh- 


bouring caſtle, I met this aged 
dame upon a palfrey. Perceiving 
her to be embarraſſed with the 
inquiry which I made concerning 
her excurſion at that unſeaſonable 
hour, I was tempted to examine a 


bundle which lay partly concealed 


underneath an immenſe petticoat 
which ſhe was in the habit of 
wearing whenever ſhe took the 


air. In this bundle were books of 


Vor. I. D chi- 


5o ADVENTURES OF 

chivalry ; ſuch as Palmeria of Eng- 
land, the Knight of the Oracle, 
and he of the Silver Spurs, with 
others of the like nature; all which 
the perfidious beldame had bor- 
rowed from a ' Benedictine at a 
neighbouring monaſtery. For the 
lady Barbarina, inſtead of embroi- 
dering curtains, and compoſing 


tapeſtry of patch-work, after the 


manner of the diſcreet and virtuous 
maidens of paſt times, betook 
herſelf intenſely to the peruſal of 
theſe hiſtories; inſomuch, that ſhe 
imagined that ſome Triſtram, or 
Sir 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 561 
Sir Launcelot, was to paſs this 
way, was to hear her lamentations, 
was to ſtorm my caſtle, and, in 
fine, carry her with him on the 
crupper of his ſteed, to the court 
of the kind and indulgent king, 
his father. As a remedy for this 
grievance, and in the room of the 
traitreſs, whom I inſtantly impri- 
ſoned, I provided me an uſher 
of threeſcore years and five, in 
whoſe auſterity of countenance 
and length of white beard, I con- 
cluded I might look for a more in- 
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flexible Argus to the lady Bar- 


barina. 


But alas! how deceitful are often 
our wiſeſt meaſures! If the dame, 
from an ill-judged commiſeration 
for my ward, or from that ſpirit of 
intrigue which is ſo common to 
her condition, had been induced to 
betray the precious truſt I had re · 
poſed in her, this hoary-bearded 
uſher, from the thirſt of gold, 
proved, ere many months were 
over, more deſtructively unfaithful. 
For he contrived (without doubt, 

for 
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ar- for a conſiderable bribe) to intro- 
duce to Barbarina that audacious 

SS young knight who is one of the 

en fix perſons whom ye juſt now 


je, | have vanquiſhed. As, my ward 
on had been addicted to going fre- 
2 quently to maſs, and to confeſſion, 
to at the church of a convent in the 
to vicinage, (I wiſh confeſhon were 
e. aboliſhed; it furniſhes more occa- 
ed ſion to the damning of young ſouls, 
d, than ever it contributes to theic 
re ſalvation) I imagined, upon her 
I. earneſt remonſtrance, that I might 
t, venture to confide her to the care 
Ir D 3 of 


n _ 
3 I 
1 3 ”-# > m7 
- my 7 


1 = 
' l 


_y 
6 — 7 -_” 


. — vt 
IU —_ 


” | 
: , 

4 > * 
> 


— 
1 
- -— 0 


— 


. — Oo 
- - — — —— — 
mg - > 
* * 


3% ADVENTURES OF 
of this old uſher, whoſe gravity 
would not fail to excite her vene- 
ration, while the ſeverity of his 


vigilance would enſure to me her 


ſafety. 


Such, noble warriors, was the 
ſituation of things, when, one day, 
at the convent, the lord Ferdinand 
Fitzwarrenne was admitted by the 
falſe uſher to an interview. with 
the reſtleſs and imprudent Barba- 
rina. A reciprocal paſſion, I ſup- 
poſe, enſued: for ere long the 


youthful knight came in form to 
this 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 3; 


vity this caſtle, and demanded my ward 

ca in marriage. Nevertheleſs I re- 

his pulſed his ſuit ; for, whatever the 

her Fitzwarrenne race might have to 
boaſt of in genealogy, I conſidered 
them, in point of wealth, as ap in- 

be FF conſiderable alliance. 

Ys 

id 


Enraged at this diſappointment, 
= ; inflamed with double love, the 
lord Fitzwarrenne was determined 
on revenge, and, if poſſible, on 
victory. Having, therefore, pro- 
cured intelligence from the un- 
grateful and perfidious uſher, that 
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on a certain day (even this inauſpi- 
cious day) my followers were to 
be abſent on a particular ſervice, 
he, at the head of ſome retainers, 
ſurprized my caſtle gates, and 
would indubitably have effected 
his felonious defign, but for the 
timely and valorous aid which 
you, redoubted warriors, afforded - 


my feeble age in the very inſtant of 
extremity. 


Here the baron concluded, when 
(wonderful to think!) a voice 
from But it is time that my 
viſt 
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pi- iat hould have an end. Fare- 
1 wel, for the preſent, couſin Mor- 
timer. To-morrow I will not 
forget thee. This faid, the duke 
of Lancaſter retired. 
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. 


EARLY on the 
enſumg day the duke failed not to 
be at the bed-ſide of the impa- 
tient earl of Marche, who, with- 
out waiting for ſalutation, cried, 
My lord duke of Lancaſter, you 
left off at the ſtrange voice. It is 
true, replied the good old warrior. 
Well: a voice from an adjoining 
cloſet thus addreſſed us through 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 55 
the key-hole: Beware, noble 
ſtrangers, how you place your be- 
lief in the words of that deceitful 
baron. It is he who is the hoary 
impoſtor. Know 'that I, wretch- 
ed captive for the fole crime 


of love, (if to love be indeed a 


crime) am that youthful Barbarina, 
whoſe inoffenſive life and manners 
have been ſo untruly delineated. 
Here the baron, now wroth, was 
about to command the lady to be 
filent, but we, with an authorita- 
tive air, forbade him.] I have 
liſtened alike with indignation and 
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60 ADVENTURES OF 

ſurprize to the calumnies with 
which he hath aſperſed my virgin 
honour. That I have beheld the 
lord Ferdinand with partial eyes, I 
bl am not unwilling to confeſs. But 
the true motive, noble knights, 
of the perſecution I have endured 
from that decrepid and malicious 
baron, was my averſion to give ear 
to his own abſurd ſolicitations. 
For he, even he, hath profeſſed 
himſelf my lover ; not from any 
real affection to myſelf; my ex- 
tenſive domains were the ſole ob- 
ject of his paſſion. For this cauſe | 
hath 
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JOHN OF GAUN T. 61 
hath he repulſed ſo many rich and 
noble ſuitors, debarred me from 
the cuſtomary recreations of my 
ſex, impriſoned my attendant, and 
defamed my worthy uſher. 


The derifion which he hath 
endeavoured (I will not fay how 
ignobly) to caſt upon my conduct, 
and upon that ef my adorers, 
might, with much greater equity, 
be transferred to his own. Had 


prepoſterous and filly modes in 
which that avaricious and infatu- 
ated 


you beheld, gallant warriors, the 
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ated baron hath attempted to win 
my love, (or, more properly, my 
conſent ; for he cared not for my 


love) they would, unqueſtionably, 


have made ye merry. Often hath 
he fate whole hours [here the 
baron, whoſe frame now trembled 
with anger, would again have 
filenced the lady Barbarina ; but 
the Black Prince inſiſted on 
allowing her a fair hearing] 
often, I fay, hath he fate at the 
door of my chamber, and ſ:ghed 
through a crevice therein; expect- 
ing by ſuch humility to melt my 
obdurate 
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obdurate boſom. Nevertheleſs, 
noble warriors, I attended to him 
not: nay, I laughed from my foul 
at the pains he took to win me. 
Frequently, as he prepared to 
make a ſpeech to me in the great 
hall, it was my paſtime to run up 
to the roof of one of the towers, 
(1 young and nimble) whither he 
with difficulty eſſayed to purſue 
me; as the ſtair-caſe was narrow 
and winding, and the ſteps, which 
are of ſtone, ſharp and rugged at 
the edges. Thence, by another 
paſſage, I eſcaped into the garden, 


where 
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where I generally fate to read fome 
agreeable book of chivalry. This 
haſt was a bitter wound to his 
hopes. He hated thoſe tender 
volumes ; he knew that they 
turned my attention towards ob- 
jects of a gayer hue, than a covet- 
ous and ill-natured wooer in his 
grand climacteric. 


But of all his attempts, as a 
lover, the moſt ridiculous was a 
ſong, which he himſelf had in- 
dited, and which he ſung to me 
through his noſe, one evening as 
I fate 
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I fate in an arbour. [Here the 
baron could ſcarce keep his ſeat ; 

ſo violent was his rage againſt the 
lady Barbarina.} It was verily the 
moſt miſerable of all compoſitions. 


Thus it ran: 
Ah! faireſt Barbacina, 


Ahl pity my chagrin—a; 
For oh! thy tyrant pow'r” 


1 

9 

Doth my ſick heart devour. 1 

Ah! Barbarina, ah! 20 : 

Now do, my deareſt ward, 72 

Oh! would it be much amiſs 4 
Thy youthful hand to kiſs? 4 
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At! faireſt Barbarina, &e. 
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Oh! take it in thy head 
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i Thy woful ſwain to wed : 

1 i And then thy woful fwain 

1 ; . No longer will complain. 

| A \ Ah! faireſt, &c. 

4 

- 

JIE: . 

11 Thus was it compoſed of Abs / 
43 and Oh! Not a fingle high flight, 


nor even a metaphor, noble war- 
riors, to ſweeten it to the ears and 
underſtanding of a lady. 


| In this fituation of things, the 
lord Ferdinand Fitzwarrenne, a 
youth whoſe years and rank were 
fully ſuitable to mine, and who 
had 


®, 4 
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had ſeen me more than once at 
the monaſtery, at length let me 
know by the tendereſt looks and 
ſighs, that I had made upon his 
heart no inconſiderable impreſſion. 
But, unſatisfied with the mere 
converſation of the eyes, he ſoon 
ſought to diſcourſe to me in a 


manner more explicit. Having 


ſeen and known my uſher at the 
caſtle of a noble kinſman, (who, 
ignorant of the art of reading, had 
employed this old perſon to recite 
to him books of chivalry) he en- 
treated him to ſuffer us to converſe 
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in his preſence, for a little time, 
when maſs and confeflion ſhould 
The benevolent uſher 
conſented ; taking pity on my 
ſtate, and eſteeming the lord Fer- 
dinand to be a lover better ſuited 
to my age and inclination, than 
that barbarous and filly baron. 


be over. 


The fon of earl Fitzwarrenne 
ſwore eternal love and truth to me, 
in the preſence of my uſher, and 
of an image of the Holy Virgin, 
near which we had been con- 
verſing, and promiſed to demand 
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me in marriage without delay. 
That the baron refuſed him (good 
heavens ! how unjuſtly) you, noble 
warriors, have been already inform- 
ed. But the gallant lord Ferdinand, 
far from any deſign againſt the life 
of our oppreſſor, had only deter- 
mined to releaſe me from captivity, 
and convey me to the caſtle of the 
earl his father. There the nuptial 
knot was to have united us for 
ever. What iſſue hath attended 
the enterprize, you, noble knights, 
know alas! but too well. As for 
myſelf, no ſooner had my lover 
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o ADVENTURES OF 
appeared with his armed followers 
at the gate, than I was confined to 
this apartment, from which I now 
addreſs you. 


Here the lady Barbarina con- 
cluded. With one voice we de- 
manded her reſtoration to liberty. 
The baron with reluctance con- 
ſented, and the key was delivered 
to the Black Prince. The door 
being now unlocked, there ſtepped 
forth a little damſel about ſeven- 
teen years of age, who with a 
lively air faluted us, and in lan- 


Suage 


ers 


to 


OW 
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guage not inelegant revealed the 


grateful ſenſe which ſhe enter- 
tained of our benignity. Her 
perſon, though not tranſcendent, 
was nevertheleſs ſuch as could 
boaſt of many charms. Though 
below the middle ſtature, ſhe was 
exquiſitely formed. With a com- 
plexion of the olive caſt, and with 
black and ſparkling eyes, ſhe had 
teeth that emulated the whiteſt 
ivory, teeth that, from her natural 
propenſity to laugh, were not un- 
frequently exhibited to the admir- 
ing beholder. 
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ADVENTURES OF 

And now Chaucer, who com- 
miſerated this orphan heireſs, ac- 
coſted the aged baron as follows : 
Even ere I was an ocular witneſs, 
noble lord, of the youth and the 
gaiety of the lady Barbarina, I 
could not but diſapprove of the 
attachment you profeſſed for her. 
At preſent, when my eyes have 
an opportunity of contraſting the 
early bloom of her attractions with 
the fading ſtate of yours, my aſto- 
niſhment, I confeſs, is redoubled, 
and both my heart and underſtand- 
ing are indignant at the diſparity. 
4 The 


72 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 173 
The lady Barbarina is of an exalted 
houſe: her father, the lord Wil- 
loughby, was not unknown to 
me: were he now alive, it would 
be his warmeſt inclination to ally 
his lovely daughter to ſuch a youth 


as the lord Ferdinand, whoſe fire, 


carl Fitzwarrenne, is a baron of 
the firſt dignity, and whole age, 
and endowments, and known ardor 
for chivalry, proclaim him a juſt 
object of the affection of Bar- 
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He faid, and was followed by 
the prince of Wales, who obſerved, 
that, as it was manifeſt that the 
baron and his ward could not, 
after what ad paſied, remain ami- 
cably together, it would in no wiſe 
be incligible for the lady Barbarina 
and her noble lover to accompany 
him and the brave warriors, his 
companions, to the expected tour- 
nament at the caſtle of Carnarvon, 
where the former, under the pro- 
tection of the counteſs of Saliſbury, 
might tarry for a more favourable 


iflue to this affair, while the latter 
improved 


4 
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improved himſelf in the profeſſion 
of arms, and in all knightly vir- 
tues, amidſt ſcenes of heroic valour 


and incomparable courteſy. 


Thus ſpake my royal brother. 
We applauded the propoſal, to 
which the baron, knowing our 
right to obtain it as a boon, in 


return for our late ſervice, was . 5 
neceſſitated to accede. Whereupon 9 ö 
the lord Ferdinand was releaſe | by q 


from his impriſonment, and the 
lady Barbarina, overjoyed at this 
event, withdrew to her chamber; 
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15 ADVENTURES OF 

the better to adjuſt her apparel for 
the journey. This being ſoon per- 
formed, (for the illuſtrious little 
heireſs was all alacrity) we took 
leave of her diſappointed, diſcon- 
tented guardian; and, having 
ſeated Barbarina behind her exult- 
ing lover, (for the baron, in re- 
venge, refuſed to accommodate 
her with a palfrey) purſued our 
former route to the town of Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon, 


Now, valant knights, cried 
Chaucer, with a look of much 
hilarity, 
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hilarity, you may each fay, like 
Cæſar, veni, vidi, vici. And in a 
nobler cauſe, exclaimed the duke 
of Glouceſter. Why a nobler? 
ſaid I. For though it be a brave 
and ſplendid action to liberate a 
damſel from diſtreſs, an action to 
which every true knight will de- 
vote his valour, is it not yet great- 
neſs in a more illuſtrious degree 
to overthrow a mighty hoſt, com- 
manded by a martial ſovereign, 
and to humble, by the fortune of 
a ſingle battle, the accumulated 


grandeur of ages? There, there, 
B 3 


18 ADVENTURES OF 

cried Owen Glendower, by that 
one word 7ortune, you have already 
tarniſhed the luſtre of your favourite 
hero. For I aſlert, that Cæſar 
owed leſs to valour than to fortune. 
Now, what ſhare hath fortune had 
in our late atchievement? By the 
ſole vigour of the arm have we 
triumphed. And I, added the 
duke of Glouceſter, maintain that 
it was a nobler caufe, inaſmuch 
as to relieve two dignified and vir- 
tuous lovers is a nobler deed than 
to defeat a potentate, to whoſe 


dominions Cæſar had no rightful 
claim. 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 79 
claim. In his battle againſt Phar- 
naces, many thouſands preſſed the 
field, as victims to his vain- glory: 
ours was an unbloody victory. I 
ad verted, replied I, to the magni- 
tude of the objects; not to the 
motive or effect of the deeds on 
either ide. No unreaſonable re- 
mark, faid Chaucer. You, my 
lord of Lancaſter, have been argu- 
ing like an hiſtorian ; his grace of 


Glouceſter as a genuine fon of 


chivalry. 


80 ADVENTURES OF 
During this our dialogue, the 
lord Ferdinand Fitzwarrenne, who, 
in courteſy, pretended to liſten, 
nevertheleſs could not abſtain, at 
ſundry times, from looking back 
at the lady Barbarina. At length 
the prince of Wales entered into 
the diſcourſe, and thus addreſſed 
us: Methought, contending chiefs, 
that the queſtion of debate was at 
firſt about to be, whether Cæſar or 
Owen Glendower were the greater 
captain. [Here Owen, who had 
not perfectly cured himſelf at court 
of the habit of reddening and 
ſnorting, 


- «Wi „„ 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 8: 
ſnorting, when any thing was 
uttered that diſturbed his vanity, 
was beginning to look fierce ; but, 
recollecting that he was ſtill in 
royal company, he prudently re- 
preſſed his riſing ire.] For my 
own part, continued the prince, I 
ſhall reſt contented with that mea- 
ſure of applauſe which is juſtly 
proportioned to the nature of our 
conqueſt. Let the myrtle (lince 
it was an adventure in which love 
was concerned) be our prize in- 
ſtead of the laurel, The lady 
Barbarina herſelf ſhall crown us, 

E 5 (with 
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(with the leave of the lord Fitz- 
warrenne) with the firſt ſufficient 
tree of myrtle that we eſpy. This 
propoſal incited the little heireſs to 
laughter, compelling her thereby 
to diſplay her teeth; a hardſhip at 
which ſhe manifeſtly did not much 


repine. 


While engaged in this diſpute, 
we had unwittingly deviated into 
an extenſive wood, where our ears 
were ſoon attracted by the voice of 
dulcet harmony. We rode up te 
the place from which the ſounds 
ſeemed 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 83 
ſeemed to iſſue ; and there beheld 
a troop of damſels, who were ex- 
quiſitely fair. They fate upon a 
ſhaded bank, which overhung a 
tranſlucent rivulet. Beſide them 
lay various viands; alſo inſtruments 
of muſic, with which ever and 
anon they made the foreſt ſweetly 
echo. We faluted them in cour- 
teous ſtrain, which they returned 
by an invitation to partake of their 
repaſt. With this, couſin Mor- 
timer, we willingly complied ; for 
the baron, when he perceived how 
our ſentiments were inclined, had 

E 6 moſt 


* 33 
Fn $4 om w 
_ = 


* 
l \ 

. 4 
79 
4 
7 
= 


a the - * 
= — „ 
r 
8 2 
was = 
= - fl be 
LY 


Ss « = : * - 
= — 2 * * 1 
4 : 
»#* +45, 
"a 
_ W — 0 . - 
8 0 on ”- 4 
A — Y 
— Ty Fs 4 4 — 2 by 
— 3 . 


N 
* 


22 


q . 
- *. - _— — 
0 7 4 
mo Re = W 


a 
-_ 


- . : 
. * La — & » <4 —X 
1 4 
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moſt ſpitefully omitted to preſent 
us with refreſhments : they gave 
us to drink of a certain delicious 
wine, of which they had three 


flaggons, and appeaſed our keen 
hunger with meats and confections 


of the moſt ſavoury compoſition. 


Our banquet finiſhed, the dam- 
ſels ſung with a grace almoſt divine, 
very ſkilfully accompanyin g their 
voices with their inſtruments. 
Then one of them, who was 
named Mirandora the delightful, 
accoſted us in theſe words: You 
muſt 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 85 
muſt know, courteous ſtrangers, 
that four of us are daughters to a 
venerable earl, who dwells in a 
caſtle near at hand, and that theſe 
other damſels are our kinſwomen. 


We meet once a month (on this 


day, noble ſtrangers) to improve 
ourſelves in melody. Each of us 
can play well on ſome inſtrument 
of muſic ; inſomuch that we form 
a concert which is in no wiſe con- 
temptible. Thus ſpake the damſel 
Mirandora. 


86 ADVENTURES OF 
By this time (ſtrange to tell!) 
the delicious liquor that we had 


quaffed began to operate upon our 
ſenſes in a new and unheard-of 


manner. But here, my lord of 
Marche, let me ſuſpend awhile my 
narration. To-morrow, at the 
accuſtomed hour, I will reviſit 


you. 


„ 
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5 


FRIAR HILDEBRAND 
here relates, that the lord Edmond 
Mortimer, on the enſuing day, 
having cordially thanked the duke 
of Lancaſter for his punctuality, 
teſtified in a courteous and courtly 
ſtrain his admiration at the extra- 
ordinary ſtrength of memory which 
enabled his noble kinſman to re- 

hearſe 
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38 ADVENTURES OF 
hearſe with ſuch exactitude the ad- 
ventures of his early days. This 


done, faith the reverend writer, 
the duke renewed his narration in 
the following words: 


The wine which they had given 
us now affected our ſenſes with a 
ſudden and irreſiſtible propenſity 
to ſleep. Without any previous 
dozing, and even without a nod, 
we ſunk down upon the grafly 
bank, nor awoke but to admire 
at and lament our fituation. For 
we found ourſelves in a wilder and 
more 
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more remote part of the foreſt, 
diſarmed, and encompaſſed by a 
numerous crew of caitiffs, who in- 
formed us that we muſt repair to 
the pavilion of ſtate, and be pre- 
ſented to the patriarch. 


Conceive, illuſtrious Mortimer, 
our ſurprize, our indignation. We 
curſed in our hearts Mirandora the 
delightful, and her perfidious kinſ- 
women. Nevertheleſs, as any en- 
deavour to reſiſt a band of robbers, 
unarmed and outnumbered, as now 
we were, would have borne more 

reſemblance 
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reſemblance to inſanity than to 
valour, we aroſe, and were con- 
duced to a vaſt wooden edifice of 
a rude conſtruction, which they 
called the pavilion of the patriarch. 
Around it, at a little diſtance, lay 
many other habitations, inferior in 
magnitude, and of meaner mate- 
rials. They were of mud, thatched 
with ruſhes. Here dwelt a mixt 
multitude of knights and ſquires, 
dames, damſels, uſhers, monks, 
and clergy ſecular: all theſe, like 
ourſelves, had becn trepanned. 


Beyond theſe were huts, on every 
quarter, 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 91 
quarter, which formed a receptacle 
for the freebooters themſelves, 
who, with vigilant watch and 
ward, alternately took care that 
none eſcaped from this captivity. 


Ere long the patriarch, as they 
termed him, appeared: a robber 
full of days, and of no unvenerable 
aſpect. He fate down in a great 
chair of ſtraw- work: on either 
ſide ſtood a reſpectful row of caitifts, 
who acknowledged him for their 


chieftain, and conſidered his com- 


mands as laws. His complexion 
was 
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was yet freſh, his eyes brilliant ; 
while his beard, which was of a 
4 beauteous grey, grew unviolated by 
* 1 ; the ſheers, overſhadowing his boſom 
LE majeſtically. He faluted us with 
a courteous air, and in ſpeech of 


37 / no vulgar accent : for in the pro- 
| ky greſs of his life he had converſed 
with much good company. At 
1 length he addreſſed us as follows: 
1 . Illuſtrious knights, (for ſuch ye 
. ſeem to be) lament not that you 


are now in ſubjection to my au- 
thority. You behold in us no 
ſanguinary freebooters: your perſons 


are 


? 


n 


are here ſafe, and if you can but 
aſſimilate your inclination to ours, 
your condition ſhall be far from 
unhappy. Thoſe knights and 
gentle women, who wander up and 
down within the precincts of this 
abode, were once travellers, like 
you ; but have wiſely ſubmitted 
with chearfulneſs to their lot, and 
now. live with us in caſe and un- 
embittered felicity. 


with reſpect to what I have uttered. 
Ours, though we are but robbers, 


Miſtake me not, I beſeech you, 
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94 ADVENTURES OF 


is no brutal ſtate of pleaſure. Here 
all things are conducted with an 
enviable decorum : my followers 
obey me, as if one great family, of 
which I was the father and the 
prince. Any outrage, the moſt 
minute, would here be puniſhed on 
the inſtant. For know, illuſtrious 
knights, that plunder alone is not 
our object: we ſeek it but as ſub- 
ſervient to our great defign, which 
is to travel through mortal life by 


the paths of innoxious pleaſure ; 
yet to baniſh irkſome ſameneſs by 
a well-devifed variety. For this 


end, 


CE 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 95 
end, we employ thoſe damſels, who 
ſo lately entertained you, to warble 
in the wood, as a decoy to the 
curious paſſenger. | Here, Morti- 
mer, we looked at one another, 
and bluſhed for our ditgrace.] Since 
the primary eitabiiſhment of our 
em e in this foreſt, (hich is yet 
but oi recent date) we have ſuc- 
cecded not indifferently, as, doubt- 
leſs, you perceived, as you ap- 
proached this pavilion. 


I am called, by way of eminence 


and honour, the patriarch. It is 


mine 
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mine to invent and regulate the 
diverſions of the day; for here 
no day is ſuffered to paſs away 


without diverſions: our booty fur- 


niſhes the feaſt ; and the ſong and 
the dance are not forgotten. When 
the heavens are ſerene, we walk in 
theſe ſhady groves, or repoſe be- 
neath ſome oak, or exerciſe our art 
in enſnaring the inhabitants of the 
air and of the water. But if clouds 
obſcure the ſky, and the incle- 
mency of the ſeaſon impriſon us 
within doors, we aſſemble in this vaſt 
pavilion, where we ſaunter up and 

down 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 97 
down in ſeparate parties to con- 
verſe, or ſummon muſic to our 
aid, or form a filent circle around 


an ample fire, and liſten to a reve- 


rend Carmelite, who can read, and 


who delights our eager ears by the 
recital of ſome volume, replete with 
wondrous magic, and with adven- 
tures of love and chivalry. 


This too is our hall, where we 
partake of cheering viands. A 
meſſenger gives notice at the ſtated 
hour: but our principal banquet 
is a little before ſunſet. © This 
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over, the muſicians awake their 
various inſtruments, and the youth- 
ful ſtand forth for the dance. 
Meanwhile I fit by and obſerve 
them, or diſcourſe with ſome 
whoſe age is not unſuitable to 
mine. Then it is that the grace- 
ful and the active diſplay their 
abilitics to pleaſe: nothing that is 
indecorous or unknightly is known 
amongſt them: even if any were 
diſpoſed to infringe the laws of 
decency, the ſanction of my pre- 
ſence is ſutficient to reſtrain them. 
At midnigat (for I never indulge 

I them 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 99 
them beyond that hour, having a 
fatherly regard for the health of 
the dames and damſels) they retire 
to their reſpective dwellings. For 


as ſoon as each arrives, and be- 
comes a member of this commu- 
nity, a convenient cabbin is erected 
for him or her, and none may in- 
terfere with the habitation of ano- 
ther. 


In this manner, illuſtrious 
knights, we live. It is my recrea- 
tion, my ſole bliſs, to be in conſtant 
ſociety, to ſtudy the various cha- 
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racters that my followers bring in, 
and to enjoy a virtuous ſcene of 
unremitted feſtivity. My compa- 
nions may be happy if they will : 
for them, as for myſelf, are my 
meditations employed in the pro- 
viding for new enjoyments: all I 


aſk of them, in return, is to be 
contented. To murmur in this 
retreat, is as unprofitable as it is 
ungrateful: they cannot depart 
from me; the barriers are inſur- 


mountable. 


Thus 


JOHN OF GAUNT. to: 
Thus ſpake this extraordinary 
caitiff, It was now near the time 
of ſun-ſetting, and the ſeveral in- 
dividuals who compoſed this ſociety 
had repaired from their huts to 
the pavilion. There the banquet 
awaited them. The patriarch be- 
ing informed that the viands were 
ſerved up, aroſe, and made a fign 
to us to follow him. We obeyed. 
As he entered the great hall, he 
received, with a gracious air, the 
congratulations of the many, on 
the valuable acquiſition he had 
made in our captivity. He then 
F q took 


102 ADVENTURES OF 
took his ſeat at the upper end of 
the table: the reſt, with a polite 
unconcern, ſate down as chance 
directed them. Chaucer and I 
were together. At my left hand 
was a Benedictine, of a pleaſing 
aſpect, and refined behaviour, who 
helped me to divers meats, and in 
a low voice acquainted me, from 
time to time, with the cuſtoms 
and inſtitutes of the community. 
Either this eccleſiaſtic was content 
with his condition, or had deemed 
it the better policy to diſſemble his 
chagrin; for, in appearance, he was 
much 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 103 
much at eaſe, The prince of 
Wales was ſeated between a proud 
old knight and an oſtentatious lady, 
who alternately endeavoured to diſ- 
cloſe their exalted breeding by 
well-meaſured expreſſions of con- 
deſcending affability. The lady 


Barbarina was between two rob- 


bers, who ſucceſsfully exerted their 
talents to entertain her; and, by 
the merry things they ſaid, gave 
her ample cpportunity to diſcover 
to the company that ſhe had very 
fine teeth. The patriarch paid her 
many compliments occaſionally, 
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14 ADVENTURES OF 

Nevertheleſs the lord Fitzwar- 
renne, who had a monk on either 
ſide, appeared ſomewhat troubled 
in thought at the hilarity of her 
he loved. The duke of Glouceſter 
and Owen Glendower were toge- 
ther. To the left of Owen fate a 
youthful knight, who, notwith- 
ſtanding his efforts to ſubdue his 
ſenſations, was manifeſtly a man 


of grief. Beyond him was our 
brother of York. 


The diſcourſe had now become 
general. The patriarch diverted 


us 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. tro 
us with many witty ſayings, and 
made ſapient obſervations on human 
life and manners. Meanwhile we 
were attended by a detachment of 
caitiffs, who with nimbleneſs and 
ſedulity accommodated the mem- 


bers. For it was the rule amongſt 
theſe robbers to wait on, or fit 


down with the ſociety, in rotation. 


It was accounted no diſgrace to 
perform the menial office, and re- 
gularity and reſpect were diſtin- 
guiſhable in their demeanour. At 
length the viands are removed, 
and the fingers uſhered in, when 
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106 ADVENTURES OF 

we immediately recognize Miran- 
dora the delightful, and her pre- 
tended kinſwomen. As they en- 
tered the great hall, we, who were 
the laſt captives, felt a kind of 
confuſion at the remembrance of 
what had happened, while they, 
as they paſſed onward, beheld us 
with an. arch ſmile, which not a 
little contributed to increaſe our 


perturbation. 


At a ſignal from the patriarch, 
Emergarda the inimitable took a 


lute, and accompanied her voice ; 
ſinging 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 107 
finging with a degree of ſenſibility 
and expreſſion that enraptured the 
whole audience. After fome ſhort 


interval, Ethelinda of the pleaſant 
eyes bowed gracefully to the circle, 


and ſung a lively air, the witty 


words of which were the com- 
poſition of a caitiff. It was re- 
ceived with delight and applauſe. 
The patriarch then addreſſed him- 
felf to a corpulent Dominican 
with little grey eyes, and a viſage 
not ungreaſy, and beſought him 
to gratify us with the joyous 
Dithyrambick which a few days 
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168 ADVENTURES OF 
before he had indited and per- 
formed. The friar, without wait- 
ing for a ſecond application, quaffed 
a large cup of Canary, and with a 
comic countenance and geſture, 
diſplayed his vocal acquirements. 


The Dithyrambick of the Do- 
minican added much to our enter- 
tainment. More canticles were 
called for; more Canary. The 
patriarch, as grand director, ſoli- 
cited a prim lady, who ſate near 
the duke of Vork, and who would 


got be diverted by him, to exhila- 
rate 


JOHN OF GAUNT. nag 
rate the ſociety with a ſample of 


her powers. She was a maiden 
of forty-three, of a ſlender habit 
of body, and an unchearful com- 
plexion. She had never yet, fince 
her captivity, vouchſafed to con- 
tribute to the merriment of her 
companions. Therefore did the 
patriarch attempt her for a ſong. 
After cauſing much irkſome ex- 
pectation, (for the virgin was dila- 
tory) at length, gazing ſtedfaſtly 
at the wall, and with a wild look 


and a loud and quivering tone, ſhe 
broke forth into a paſtoral ditty. 
This 
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10 ADVENTURES OF 

This damſel had no ſooner ended, 
than a general inclination to laughter 
pervaded us: nor could the pa- 
triarch, notwithſtanding the grave 
aſpect he aſſumed, without diffi- 


culty confine us to order. The 


Black Prince ſubdued a ſmile: 


the duke of Glouceſter turned up 


his eyes, (which, doubtleſs, was 
ſomewhat unknightly) while the 
lady Barbarina tittered outright, 
but, luckily, eſcaped the obſerva- 
tion of the ſongſtreſs. 


Thus 
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ſuffice us for this day ! Expect 


to hear to-morrow the continua- 
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Thus much, my lord of Marche, 
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tion of what happened to us in the 
of the patriarch. 


do 


ſhall 


— Se * | 


1 


112 ADVENTURES OF 


VISIT vn. 


AND now, faid the 
duke of Lancaſter at his next viſit, 
the tables were removed, and a row 
of lofty tapers illuminated the hall. 
The merry harp and dulcimer in- 
vited us to the dance ; knights, 
robbers, and even eccleſiaſtics ſe- 
lected each a partner, all forming an 


extenſive 


a = a» 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 113 
extenſive and ſplendid line from 
end to end of the pavilion. 


The Black Prince and I (there 
being a ſcarcity of ladies) preferred 
ſitting down by the patriarch, who 
deſcribed to us in theſe words the 
various characters of the afſembly : 
You perceive the perſon who dances 
with the lady Altifidora ; that is 
Sir Hubert, of a noble houſe in 
Norfolk. He is here ſtyled, the 
modeſt knight who affetts to be im- 
modeſt. Diffident by nature, yet 
not beyond what is commendable, 
he 
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114 ADVENTURES OF 

he hath encouraged the opinion 
that he ſhall arrive at fame, and 
ſucceed in the general favour, by 
the reverſe of this good quality. 
It diverts me not a little, to behold 
an ingenuous young man endea- 
vouring to baniſh the bluſh of 
virtue from his face; or, what is 
ſtill more laughable, attempting, 
with a countenance occaſionally 
ſuffuſed with ſcarlet, to aſſume that 
cool and genuine impudence, which 
is unvarying, inveterate, incurable. 


Vou cannot offer to Sir Hubert a 


more grateful kind of flattery, than 
to 


NO 


JOHN OF GAUNT. ng 
to pretend to confider him as a 
ſhameleſs fellow. Employ him in 
any buſineſs that may require 
effrontery, and you bind him to 
your intereſts for ever. So nume- 
rous, my children, (for this caitiff 
called us his children} are the 
habits and diſguiſes in which Va- 
nity petitions the world to take 
notice of her. 


The next, continued he, that 
ſeems worthy of your obſervation, 
is friar Matthew, an Auguſtine, 
now dancing with dame Eleanor. 
He 
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He is but lately out of his novi- 
ciate, and pants for the prize of 
elegance, particularly in language. 
For this purpoſe he hath laboured 
conſiderably, but, alas! to little 
effect. He reads much, which, 
without diminiſhing his ignorance, 
hath augmented his preſumption. 
He hath every grammar and voca- 
bulary by heart; yet is ever finning 
againſt propriety of ſpeech, and 
violating the dignity of the Engliſh 
tongue. So ardent is his purſuit 
of purity in ſtyle, that he earneſtly 
beſeeches thoſe who have the cha- 
racter 


_ 7 VUy 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 1 
racer of eminence, to correct him 
when he ſhall be guilty of un- 
lawful grammar. Nevertheleſs he 


hates the very perſon who cor- 


rets him; but would not have it 
thought fo, leſt it ſubject him to 
ridicule. It is not, however, dif- 
ficult to diſcover his vexation, by 
the ſpiteful reflections he frequently 


throws out, in a fly and covert 


manner, when opportunity pre- 
ſents itſelf. Thus doth there exiſt 
an inceſſant ſtrife between his pride 
and his ambition, between his 
grief at being neceſſitated to apply 
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ADVENTURES OF 


118 
for information, and his untame- 
able deſire of brilliancy and re- 


nown. 


In the next couple but one 
ſtands Sir Humphrey de Waver- 
ley, better known in theſe abodes 
by the appellation of the Anight 
who affetts to be unaffetted. Sir 
Humphrey is of an ancient houſe, 
and a perſon of a valiant mind; 
but, finding that affectation was 
accounted a defect which obſcured, 
or at leaſt diſtorted the moſt ad- 
mirable virtues, he hath deter- 
mined 
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mined to paſs through life with an 
unparalleled fimplicity. For in- 


ſtance; if he dances, (as at this 


moment you may remark) inſtead 
of moving his members with that 
gracefulneſs and ſpirit which con- 
ſtitute good dancing, he affects to 
go down the line in an auk ward 
and infipid gait, and with a coun- 
tenance expreſſive of no meaning 
whatſoever. When he walks, it 


is with equal humility. On horſe- 


back, inſtead of fitting erect and 
firm, as other knights are wont, 
he totters from fide to fide, like a 

baker, 
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120 ADVENTURES OF 
baker, his legs dangling after the 
manner of the meaner ſort, and his 
head waggling in ſuch wiſe, that 
one is often in fear leſt his helmet 
'; drop off. As to his lance, he 
3s 5 f carries it as a peaſant doth a pitch- 
q Ci ; fork. In diſcourſe, he miſcalls 
1 both things and perſons, miſ- 
3 pronounces words, and violates all 
4 mood, and gender, and declenſion; 
: intending thereby to avoid the 
affectation of purity ; being, in 
this, the very reverſe of friar 
Matthew. And all this he doth 
through the deſire of appearing a 

mild, 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 121 
mild, unaffected, unaſſuming cha- 
racter. 


Vou ſee yonder, continued the 
patriarch, an elderly perſon in 
grave apparel, who dances dif- 
contentedly, and pays little heed 
to his partner, who is the purſe- 
proud relict of a Briſtol merchant. 
That, my children, is a man of 
law, a jealous-headed ſerjeant, who 
beholds with an eye of apprehen- 
fion and hatred the increaſing 
merits of his juvenile competitors. 
It is with double ſatisfaction that 
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I keep him here; fince every hour 
that he ſpends in this foreſt is a 
brief or a reference irretrievably loſt 
to him. I verily hope that buſi- 
neſs will paſs away into other 
hands. He rails without ceaſing 
at the juniors of his profeſſion, by 
| reaſon of a new and compendious 
method of acquiring legal know- 
ledge, the celebrated compilation 
of a learned and worthy judge. 
For he is ſorely afflicted that thoſe 
avenues ſhould be ſmoothed, and 


rendered even delicious to the 
riſing generation, through which 
he 
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he and his predeceſſors have jour- 
neyed with much difficulty. 


Obſerve, continued he, that tur- 
bulent and brazen damſel, who 
now dances down the line at a 
little diſtance from Sir Humphrey, 
and who twirls from time to time 
the aſtoniſhed Carmelite her part- 
ner. She, illuſtrious knights, is 
the lady Hermundura, of an an- 
cient and auguſt houſe ; an unde- 
niable, and indeed to her partner, 
an alarming inſtance, that vulgarity 
and diſcourteouſneſs may dwell 
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124 ADVENTURES OF 
within the boſom of one nobly 
born ; and that dignity of birth is 
not, as a thing of courſe, accom- 
panied by dignity of mind and 
manners. That brandiſhing of 
the right arm appears as if ſhe 
were accuſtomed to wield a battle- 
axe: that countenance unabaſhed, 
that darting forward of the head, 
and rapid motion of it from 
ſhoulder to ſhoulder, ſhould better 
become a dairy-wench than the 
daughter of a great baron. Never- 
theleſs, it was but yeſterday that I 
overheard a knight addreſſing her 

with 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 125 


with the words celęſtial excellence ! 
For the lady Hermundura is -an 
heireſs. 


You cannot, Sirs, but have no- 
ticed a well-proportioned knight, 
who occaſionally flaps his foot 
againſt the floor, and jerks his 
knee, until the calf of his leg truly 
quivers with the exertion. Now 
that is what they call being migbty 
ftrong—damnably well built—and 
even active withal, When he 
ſtands, it is aſtride ; thereby ex- 
hibiting, nay, forcing into view, 
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the firmneſs and muſcularity of 
his thigh. You, doubtleſs, per- 
ceive him looking down ever and 
anon, to ſnatch a brief obſervation 
of the propriety of his members. 
For Sir Marmaduke (thus he is 
titled) accounts himſelf a marvel- 
louſly ſtriking perſonage ; one, on 
whom any heireſs might ſet a 
value : peradventure the lady Her- 
mundura herſelf may, in time, be 
tempted to think tenderly about 
him. But let me not forget to 
point out to your admiration the 


adorable damſel with whom he 
dances. 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 17 
dances. The daughter of a ſquire, 
ſhe. poſſeſſes a nobleneſs of foul 
and mien, which might become 
the conſort of a ſovereign. 


Not far from theſe is a con- 
ceited ſquire, who profeſſes to have 
ſeen the world, and to know man- 
kind, on the ſtrength of having 
lain three nights at Antwerp, and 
bought a pair of breeches at Bruges. 


A ſquire, moreover, who, from 
poſſeſſing a few volumes, which 
lie ſcattered continually around his 
chamber, would fain paſs for a 
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perſon of a juſt taſte in literature, 
and an intimate acquaintance with 
productions of great fame. He 
is perpetually reminding us of his 
affection for his books. If it 
written in a blank leaf of my 


Amadis de Gaul. -I have taken a 
memorandum of it in my Don Be- 


lianis—Did you ſee my Sir Bevis of 


Southampton any where? Theſe, 
Muſtrious knights, are his never- 


neglected phraſes. And from all 


this you might be led to imagine 
that he was a perſon deeply read. 
But, alas! the ſhallow ſquire is fo 
innocent 
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innocent of real taſte and found 
judgment in theſe matters, that 
were you to require him to point 
out the peculiar merits of any one 
of his beloved authors, you would 
puzzle and incommode him to the 
utmoſt degree. For by the mere 
aid of memory, he hath collected 
a ſtock of ſcraps, which he deals 
about affectedly; thus deeming 
himſelf witty by retailing the wit 
of others, and a man of profound 
judgment by adopted obſerva- 
tions. 
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130 ADVENTURES OF 


With reſpect to his knowledge 
of the world, his daily practice is 
a proof that few men have ſo little. 
None can bear teſtimony that he 
ever doth an action which ſpeaks 
him to have an inſight into the 
heart of man; for in this laſt qua- 
lification conſiſts the knowledge 
of the world, and not in having 
ambled over a portion of Chriſten- 
dom, That ſtrange motion with 
his elbows he aſſerts he learnt in 
Picardy ; for he affects to be the 
flower of elegance, the very Phenix 
of delicate improvement. In fine, 


a ſquire 
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a ſquire who, having herded with 
fools and profligates, hath ſtored 
up a ſet of notions as impious as 
they are abſurd, which he broaches 
without ſhame, and by which he 
profeſſes to regulate his life and 
his belief. And in this, illuſtrious 
knights, he is not only an object of 
averſion, but likewiſe of contempt; 
for mediocrity of intellect is the 
ſource of this depravity. 
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Theſe principles, my children, 
and this deplorable vanity, are 
more perilous by far, and more 

G 6 deſtructive 
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deſtructive to ſociety, than the ſpu- 
rious effrontery of Sir Hubert, or 
the affected unaffectedneſs of Sir 
Humphrey de Waverley. For 
(although I am but a robber that 
ſay it, Heaven help me!) a manly 
and fincere attachment to the re- 
"vealed will of God, and to the in- 
effable ſanctity of the Chriſtian 
diſpenſation, will inſenſibly give 
birth to ſolid virtue in the heart, 
to true vigour in the underſtand- 
ing; while the contrary” inclina- 
tion will inevitably bring forth a 
peſtiferous crop of unbecillity and 
worth- 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 133 
worthleſſneſs; will alienate the 
affection, and incur the contempt 
of all whoſe regard or applauſe are 
worth deſiring. 


Here the patriarch concluded 
his diſcourſe. Our curioſity 
was excited to learn from what 
cauſe this extraordinary old man 
had made choice of a mode of 
life ſo diſſimilar from that to 
which his manners and informa- 
tion ſeemed fo juſtly to have en- 
titled him. The remark (though 
perhaps not a new one) with which 
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13% ADVENTURES OF 
he finiſhed his defcription of the 
conceited ſquire, gave particular 
ſatisfaction to the prince of Wales, 
who deteſted from his heart, and 
diſcountenanced in his character of 
Heir-apparent, thoſe diſturbers. of 
the peace and proſperity of human- 
kind, who, wandering from their 
native kingdom with but little 
underſtanding, and collecting in 
foreign countries opinions dero- 
gatory to the religion of the Re- 
deemer ; opinions which they re- 
ceive through ignorance, and per- 
ſevere in from vanity ; return at 


length 
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length to enjoy the admiration of 
their countrymen, (which they 
have modeſty to expect) and to 
cure them, with wit, of the ſuper- 
ſtition of their forefathers. 


The Black Prince hath often 
faid, that he wiſhed his royal 
father could iſſue the writ of ne 
exeat regnum againſt all who could 
not produce, from the ordinary of 
their dioceſe, a certificate of their 
poſſeſſing a reſpectable capacity. 
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And now the prince, firſt apo- 
logizing for the freedom he was 
taking, aſked the hoary- headed 
patriarch what had urged him to 
purſue the profeſſion of a robber, 
and why he differed ſo materially 
in the diſpoſal of the ſpoil from 
others of the fame vocation ? 
Whereupon the patriarch, having 
muſed awhile, as if for recollec- 
tion, addreſſed us in the following 
words: But behold, it is now 
a fit time that I ſhould ceaſe. 
Adieu, my lord of Marche, until 


to-morrow, 


VISIT 
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V ISTT TIX. 


ON the enſuing day, the 
noble duke of Lancaſter found his 
valorous kinſman, the lord Edmond 
Mortimer, fitting up in bed, im- 
patient to hear the hiſtory of the 
caitiff, Whereupon, without fur- 
ther delay, the kind duke thus 
continued his narration: Whether, 

faid 


1 
— 
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ſaid the patriarch, there be a 
deſtiny which attends the lives of 
men, or whether the Ruler of all 
things takes direction of our being 
from the firſt dawn of infancy to 
the period of difſolution, I never 
yet could thoroughly decide. I 
muſt not ſay it was the will of 
Heaven that I ſhould ſubſiſt by 
depredation: it were a notion un- 
worthy of the Maker and of the 
man. But this I muſt avow, that, 
ever from my boyiſh days, I felta 
powerful propenſity to an extrava- 
gant courſe of life. 


Jam 
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I am here ſtyled the patriarch. 
My real name is Raymond of the 
buſhy beard. I am a younger ſon. 
of an opulent and dignified family, 
and was early ſent to Oxford to 


adorn my mind with Latin. But 
there, illuſtrious knights, inſtead 
of waſting my nocturnal oil in the 
peruſal of ancient writers, my vigils 
were directed to objects of another 
hue. I drank, I diced, I wenched, 
I rioted : the little that I did read 
was in books of recreation, and 
romances which I borrowed from 
our academical repoſitory. My 

chambers 
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chambers became the refuge of the 
joyous and the idle. I feaſted 
harlots: I hired poor monks to 
ſing and play for us; nor (to my 
ſhame I tell it) would I commune 
with my confeſſor, till he had pre- 
viouſly diverted me with ſome ir- 


But my predominant and inſur- 
mountable paſſion was for gaming. 


The dice-box was rarely from my 


hands: my roof reſounded with 
my acclamations when I won, and 
with my curſes when I proved 


unſuc- 
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unſucceſsful. At length tidings 
of my enormities reached the ears 
of my relations, and a legion of 
peeviſh aunts and of ſupercilious 
uncles made a vigorous remon- 
ſtrance to my father Sir Audemar. 
My debts were therefore diſ- 
charged, (for my pittance, as a 
younger brother, had proved in- 
adequate to my feſtivity) and an 
injunction was fent down that I 
ſhould prepare myſelf incontinently 
to ſettle in the world. Where- 
upon I bethought me of the wars, 
and of the knightly occupation ; 

for 
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for at that time our mighty and 
glorious monarch, Edward Long- 
ſhanks *, was ſubduing the Welch- 
men in the mountains of Snowden, 
and I would fain have carried 


arms under a commander fo in- 
- cb] 


Nevertheleſs, there being a liv- 
ing in the family, it was deter- 
mined by my kindred that I ſhould 
embrace holy orders. Gracious 
Heaven! it is no wonder that thy 


„Edvard the Fiſt, ſo called. 


altars 
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altars are ill ſerved, when the ſacred 
function of the prieſthood is con- 
verted into a proviſion for younger 
children, how unfit for it ſoever 
they may be. And here, illuſtrious 
knights, I cannot avoid remarking, 
that, in general, the moſt ignorant 
and the moſt profligate of my co- 
temporaries were draughted into 
the church: whether indeed it 
was, that they repented them be- 
times, and intended to atone for 
paſt faults by future piety; or 
whether, as in my caſe, there were 
troings in their families. 


I was 


"RN 


* 8 
I A — 2 8 d Ss *: = = 4 A 8 
- l I . py 
412 8 : EY * MT. , ' — - 8 
— "+ = — _ . 24 
2 - + ,< i * * . — — 
1 — * : . - = &f * > : - o = 
0 - i 1 - = - 9 
4 , : * - a * 5 
JH L * „ = - 9 5 hg #* _ = : * 0 G bad . * 9 by 
_ - | _— 71 "me b 
Le OY F . — $ , of - 2 *, _ - 
* 1 . bs Þ 
- 


* © — = 2 = : 
=. <6 C | * ü 
1 , — 
= . . * 
: 1 
4 | * 
4 > = "* F LY I  . 
is 2 _- - * - 
OE EATS Hd Sogn iS 


* 
— 


5 - = 
= 
„ e "© A. 


. 


»” 
— —— — Go — — 
: _ — _ 


* 


144 ADVENTURES OP 
I was accordingly ordained, and 
ſoon after took poſſeſſion of a rec= 
tory of great value. But ere fix 
months had paſſed away, my con- 
duct proved ſo unclerical, my diſſi- 
pation, my neglect of duties, (ex- 
cept that of taking tithe, which 
I performed with unprecedented 
accuracy) and the immoral ex- 
ample which I afforded the inferior 
clergy became ſo alarming, that 
my offended flock preferred com- 
plaints againſt me; and the biſhop, 
after divers ineffectual admoni- 
tions, declared that he would diſ- 
I muſs 


In 
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miſs me from the cure of ſouls. 


In fine, I was removed from my 
benefice. 


My kindred, enraged at my de- 
pravity and my diſgrace, (for which 
they themſelves were not a little 
to blame, having hurried me into 
the facerdotal line of life, when 
they knew that I was voluptuouſly 
given) my kindred, I fay, refuſed 
to behold me, or ſupply me with 
the means of continuing a courſe 
of pleaſure. I was thereupon 
neceſſitated to conſider of my ſup- 

Vor. I. H port. 
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145 ADVENTURES OP 
port. How am I to exiſt? faid I 
within myſelf; I who have been 
nurtured in the ſoft lap of luxury, 
who, at the plentiful and exquiſite 
repaſts of Sir Audemar, have feaſted 
like a very abbot, cannot, now that 
my palate is formed, ſubmit to the 
more temperate and more modeſt 
fare, to which others, whoſe fa- 
milies are leſs auguſt than mine, 
have been early and wiſely habi- 
tuated. 


It would have wounded my 
pride to remain in my native 
| country, 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 14 
country, in a fituation ſubordinate 
to that from which I had fallen. 
In obedience to this ſentiment, I 
journeyed to Dover, and took 


ſhipping for the continent. On 


my arrival at Calais, I abandoned 
my religious garb, aſſuming the 
geſture and apparel of a knight, 
and mixing ever and anon in the 
ſociety of young Engliſhmen of 
feeble underſtandings and opulent 
remittances, a good portion of 
which laſt I, by virtue of the 
dice-box, conveyed into my cof- 
fers. Thus, Sirs, was I enabled 
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to maintain a gallant ſhew, and 
to ſwim in the gulph of ſenſu- 
ality. 


In this manner I made ſhift to 
viſit France and Italy, the Nether- 
lands, and part of the German 
Empire: inſomuch, that I be- 
came, in ſome meaſure, the di- 
rector of ail rich and giddy knights 
and ſquires, who were improving 
themſelves by travel. But For- 
tune at length grew perfidious, or 
repented of the partiality with 
which ſhe had beheld me. For 


an 
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an inconſiderate young baron, of 
an ancient and ſplendid houſe, and 
to whom I was ſhewing hfe at 
Toulouſe, having loſt, under my 
care, a conſiderable ſum of money, 
his friends and kinſmen, who were 
numerous and potent, were deter- 
mined to purſue me with unre- 
mitted animoſity. Of this I had 
ſeaſonable advice, and accordingly 
prepared for a retreat, by laying 
aſide my knightly habiliments, and 
reſuming the raiment of an eccle- 
ſiaſtic. I left Toulouſe in the 
dead of night, and took the road 
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Lyons. I had there ſome flight 
acquaintance with a certain knight 
Sir Clovis, a native of that city; 
a man of a mild temper, large 
revenue, and infirm habit of body. 
He was likewiſe unmarried. One 
female relation, an aged grand- 
mother, dwelt with him. I in- 
formed him that, from the innate 
folemnity of my ſpirit, and an in- 
credible predilection for regularity 
of life, which, alas! the turbu- 
lence of the knightly profeſſion 


had hitherto prevented me from 
enjoying, I had taken facred orders, 
and 
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and now meant with fervour to 


devote myſelf to piety. 


The good Sir Clovis, with un- 
ſuſpecting ſimplicity, gave belief 
to this tale, and conſidered me as 
one who was conſcientiouſly with- 
drawing from the worldly ways of 
men to an honourable and well- 
employed retirement. Impreſſed 
with this idea, he ſtrenuouſly be- 


ſought me to partake of his 


ſociety, and become, as it were, 
a member of his family. De- 

lighted in ſecret with a propoſal 
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152 ADVENTURES OP 
of this nature, I nevertheleſs af. 


fected to heſitate, and hinted an 


apprehenſion of incommoding his 
domeſtic ſtate, but ſoon ſuffered 
myſelf to be over ruled by his hoſpi- 


table intreaties. I migrated therefore 
to his dwelling without delay. And 
now no day elapſed without my 
making ſome advances in the good 
opinion and confidence of my ge- 
nerous hoſt. I talked with him, 
read to him, and, on Sundays, 
prayed by his elbow-chair. From 
theſe offices I proceeded. to the 
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gulation of his tenantry. Nothing 
was undertaken without a fiat 
from me. I became, ere long, 
overbearing and diQatorial ; chaſe 
tiſed the domeſtics, thwarted his 
grandmother, and bitterly domi- 
neered within the manſion of Sir 
Clovis. 


At length, to diſappoint me a 
ſecond time, my evil fortune would 
have it, that a brother from the 
Holy Land ſhould arrive at Lyons, 
and take up his abode with my 
benevolent patron. He was a per- 
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ſon of an acute caſt of mind, and 
endued with a penetration as in- 
convenient to others as it was ſer- 
viceable to himſelf. For he had 
not been two days amongſt us, 
when he began to take note of 
me with an inquiring eye, and to 
harbour ſome ſuſpicions that were 
unfavourable to my glory. Add 
to this, that the domeſtic diſcon- 
tents which I had cauſed were 
now laid before him, and con- 
firmed him in the notion that I 
was a very great knave. It was 


proved againſt me (to the grand 
YH aſtoniſh- 
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aſtoniſhment of the worthy Sir 
Clovis) that I had embezzled his 
revenues, and, at times, introduced 
an harlot into the houſe, beneath 
the habiliments of a capuchin. It 
was therefore reſolved on that I 
ſhould depart. And, notwith- 
ſtanding my ingratitude, and even 
my diſhoneſty, the humane knight 
my patron preſented me with a 
ſum of money, leſt preſſing need 
ſhould prompt me to become till 
more flagitious. 
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I quitted Lyons privately, curſing 
my unkind ſtars, and the ſhrewd 
brother from the Holy Land. I 
was thus again driven, back into 
the arms of Frugality. Yet, even 
as a votary to her, my ſtock of 
wealth, which was inconſiderable, 
began at length to melt away. 
Whither ſhall I turn now? ex- 
claimed I, deeply fighing.—Hah ! 
have I not heard it faid, that, not- 
withſtanding the rigid rules and con- 
ſtitutions of their order, they drink 


of the cupof pleaſure in the ſanctified 


monaſteries? I will try the refec- 
tory 


JOHN OF GAUNT. rg; 
tory for a little, continued I. My 
brow cleared up as I was indulging 


this idea : I forſook once more my 


habit of an ecclefiaſtic; and in the 
character of an unhappy merchant, 
whoſe reiterated loſſes, by veſſels 
caſt away, and by the faithleſſneſs 
of traders, had diſguſted him with 
the world, preſented myſelf at an 
abbey of Benedictines in Dauphiny. 
They admitted me without much 

heſitation, and I entered upon my 

noviciate with the hope of enjoy- 
ing, in a peaceful way, a ſeducing 
variety 
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variety of all that could prove deli- 
cious to the palate of man. 


But alas! illuſtrious 


knights, 


often, very often are our proſpects 
obſcured, where we ſanguinely ex- 
pected uninterrupted ſerenity. This 


abbey of Benedictines. 


I lamentably experienced at the 


Inſtead of 


thoſe ſympoſiums, and Epicurean 


repaſts, at which I had fondly 


rioted in my fervid imagination, 


the rules of this holy order were, 


with reſpect to us novices, obſerved 


in their original rigour, 


Mean- 
while 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 19 
while the profeſſed fathers not a 
little relaxed the ſeverity of diſci- 
pline with relation to themſelves. 
Each day there was a banquet in 
the chambers of the lord Abbot, 
of which the reſt of the ſeniors 
were partakers ; a banquet which 
might have vied with the carouſals 


of royalty. 


J was now in the condition of 
the damned. Even Tantalus of 
old could have been ſcarcely more 
tormented. . For the food of the 


novices was of the ſimpleſt and 


coarſeſt 
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160 ADVENTURES OF 


coarſeſt kind. Inſtead of veniſon 
and ortolans, we had pulſe and 
barley bread ; inſtead of fack and 
Burgundy, our beverage was ſmall 
beer. 


But this, illuſtrious nobles, was 
not all. The numerous and 
diſmal duties of the monaſtic voca- 
tion were as irkſome as they were 
indiſpenſable. The little ſlumber 
that I was permitted to enjoy, was 
diſturbed by the matin bell. The 
ſuperintendant of the novices, who 
lay in the ſame dormitory, awoke 

us 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 18, 


us with the acceats of a Cyclops, 
taking note of the alertneſs or in- 
activity of each, in order that the 
ſame might be reported to the 
Superior. In fine, I hated matins, 
and was not well-affected to veſ- 


pers. 


To augment my vexation, it 
was neceſſary that we ſhould ariſe 
at dead of night, and whip our 
naked members, as a mortification 
at once to the body and to the 
foul. I was now in deſpair. Is 
it then come to this? exclaimed I; 
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162 ADVENTURES OF 

muſt flagellation be ſuperadded to 
the penance of ſcanty fare? Ah! 
was it to afflict my fleſh, and curb 
my carnal defires, that I fled to 


this abode, which I deemed to be 


the temple of deliciouſneſs and 
repoſe? Thus I mourned. But 
to mourning I did not confine 
myſelf: I pondered likewiſe on a 
remedy. As theſe midnight caſti- 


gations were performed in utter 


darkneſs, I imagined that by 
ſcourging the wall in the place of 
my own fleſh, I might not only 
be relieved from pain, but even 


impreſs 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 153 
impreſs the ſuperintendant with a 
reſpectable opinion of my peni- 
tentiary rigours. For to me this 
cruel exerciſe was doubly over- 
coming ; inaſmuch as my frame, 
having been delicately nurtured 
from my infant years, was lefs able 
to ſubmit to theſe inclement inſti- 
tutions, than the brawny and robuſt 
limbs of my more lowly born aſſo- 
ciates, many of whom were the 
progeny of ploughmen and black- 
{miths, and other perſons of mean 


paren tage, 
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164 ADVENTURES OF 
For theſe reaſons, illuſtrious 
knights, when next the hour of 
difcipline was announced, I laid 
ſuch blows upon the wall, groan- 
ing ever and anon, that the ſuper- 
intendant thought verily that the 
bleſſed ſaints had wrought a ſpeedy 
change within me, which occa« 
fioned him to make honourable 
report of me to the Superior. 


By ill luck, that ever purſued 
me, a novice in a neighbouring 
bed, who had heard with ſome 
aſtoniſhment the vigorous blows I 


gave, 


al 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 16; 
gave, and the pitiable groans I 
uttered, was induced to ſuſpect that 
there was ſome fallacy in the affair. 
Whereupon, either through envy, 
or to make a merit of the diſcovery 
in the eyes of the ſuperintendant, 
he unburthened to him his ſuſpi- 
cions. The latter, vexed to be 
thus impoſed on by a novice, took 
proper meaſures to detect me. No 
ſooner then had the hour of caſti- 
gation arrived, and the dormitory 
begun to echo with my fictitious 
auſterities, than the ſuperintendant, 
wi. A a lighted taper, unexpectedly 


appeared 
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166 ADVENTURES OF 
appeared before me. Wrath and 


indignation were in his eyes, con- 
fuſion and diſmay in mine. My 
frock too being then about me, 
was alone a ſufficient proof that 
my ſeverities had been unreal: 
yet, in order to place the matter 
beyond doubt or contradiction, 
I was ſtraightway commanded 
to ſtrip, and no welts or bloody 
tokens being viſible upon my 
body, the deceit and mockery 
were adjudged to be incontro- 
vertible. 


Accordingly, 


— MM. © * 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 1667 
Accordingly, I received a ſevere 

reprimand, and was exhorted to 
beware how I offended ſo a ſecond 
time. Here, illuſtrious knights, 
there was again room for medita- 
tion, and for artifice. As the 
ſuperintendant had declared that 
he would in future inſpect my 
body, it now became neceſſary to 
exhibit certain marks of my having 
duly and plentifully ſubmitted to 
the diſcipline. I therefore pro- 
cured ſome blood of a ſlaughtered 
mutton, which I kept in a liquified 
ſtate, and two whips, with one of 

which 
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which I, as uſual, laſhed the wall, 
and with the other (after ſmearing 


the thongs of it with the blood) 


inflicted ever and anon, and with a 
gentler hand, a few ſtrokes upon 
my ſkin, which, ere long, ſeemed 
to have ſuffered the ſincereſt flagel- 
lation. 


And here, illuſtrious nobles, 
you will doubtleſs admire that I 
employed not my ingenuity in 
effecting an eſcape, rather than in 
deceiving the ſuperiors of the 
monaſtery, But the hope of 

ſucceeding, 


a 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 16g 


ſucceeding, when my noviciate 


ſhould expire, to the right of living 
in indolence and luxury, like theſe 
fathers, the right of neglecting 
matins and nocturnal caſtigation, 


and of being kept up to ſupper in 
the chambers of the lord Abbot, 
ſupported my drooping foul, and 
determined me to endure, or, if 
poſſible, clude the hardſhips of my 
condition. For a week, then, my 
ſtratagem had the deſired ſucceſs. 
But, unfortunately for me, it was 
an invariable cuſtom, and indeed 
a humane one, that the monk 
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1790 ADVENTURES OF 
who officiated as phyſician to the 
fraternity, ſhould attend in the 
dormitory at ſtated periods, for 
the purpoſe of applying balſam 
and other healing preparations to 
the fleſh of the diſciplinarians. 
It was then that my malverſations 
were a {cond time revealed to the 
eyes of the ſuperintendant. My 
guilt (as it was deemed) was de- 
clared to be too enormous to admit 
of pardon. A complaint in form 
was preferred againſt me, and Ray- 
mond reported to the Superior of 
the ſociety, as a novice who was 

eminently 


JOHN OF GAUN T. 17 
eminently flagitious and incorri- 
gible. 


The lord Abbot commanded— 
But, couſin Mortimer, I fear that 
I have exceeded my uſual time. 
Farewell; compoſe yourſelf. To- 
morrow you ſhall be told what the 
Abbot faid to Raymond. Thus 
ſpake the duke of Lancaſter, and 
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FIS81T7 3; 


_ FRIAR HILDEBRAND 
relates, in the tenth viſit, that the 
lord Edmond Mortimer, being 
ſomewhat impatient to hear the 
ſequel of the hiſtory of the 
patriarch, diſpatched a nimble 
meſſenger to John of Gaunt, an 
hour before the cuſtomary time of 

meeting, 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 173 
meeting, in order to haſten that 
benevolent hiſtorian. [ 

The duke of Lancaſter being 
come and ſeated, continued his 
narration as follows: The lord 
Abbot, ſaid the patriarch, com- 
manded that I ſhould be brought 
into his preſence. I ſhall never 


forget his preſence. An over- 
grown body, ſwollen with wine 
and veniſon, and which two ſore 
legs could with difficulty ſuſtain, 
together with a violet-coloured 
viſage of an unnatural diameter, 


I 3 orbicular, 


ADVENTURES OF 


174 


orbicular, carbuncled, and fur- 
mounted with ſnowy hair, may 
give you no faint idea of this 
voluptuous eccleſiaſtic. He was, 


Novice, cried he with a magiſterial 
deportment, it is plain that thou 
haſt had no ferious call to a ſpi- 
ritual way of life; inaſmuch as thy 
diſpoſition, fince thy admiſſion 
amongſt us, hath been marked by 
repeated acts of diſobedience and 
depravity. Thou art not aware, 


peradventure, 


JOHN OF GAUNT. ng 
peradventure, that thou haſt there- 
by defrauded both Heaven and 
thyſelf : Heaven, fince ſuch diſci- 
pline is an atonement for paſt 
offence 3 thyſelf, fince every ſtripe 
that thou mighteſt have inflicted 
would have ſcourged out a portion 
of the venom of worldly wicked- 
neſs from this thy finful body. 
Avaunt then, ſon Raymond, depart 
this abbey : unfit art thou for God, 
and in no wiſe the manner of man 
that would prove eligible for our 
order. 80 ſpake the Superior. 
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176 ADVENTURES OF 
In fine, I was diſmiſſed from the 
monaſtery. 


It were needleſs, illuftrious 
knights, to recount to you the 
various and extraordinary means 
by which, after my baniſhment 
from the abbey of Benedictines, 
I endeavoured to participate of the 
luxuries of this life. Gaming and 
impoſition were my chief re- 
ſources ; yet could they not, at all 
times, be employed in full ſecurity. 
This compelled me very frequently 
to ſhift the ſcene, and to practiſe 


where 


JOHN OF GAUNT. n 


where my face and my irregularities 
were unknown; ſo that few are 
the countries of Europe which I 
have not ſeen. At length, after 
many years of wandering, many 
eſcapes from the reſentment of 
public juſtice, and the revenge of 
individuals, I reſolved upon return- 
ing to my native land, and to ſeek 
for a reſtoration to the boſom of 
my family. But the firit tidings 
which I learnt on my arrival in 
England was, that the venerable 
Sir Audemar was now no more, 
and that, in his teſtament, no 
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17% ADVENTURES OF 
mention whatſoever had been made 


of me. 


To complete the ſum of my 
misfortunes, the hoſt of a cele- 
brated tavern in Weſtminſter, to 
whom I owed forty nobles for 
divers rich repaſts, having heard 
of my arrival from an ungrateful 
courtezan, for whoſe recreation I 
had incurred this expence, arreſted 
me, and for eighteen years did I 
remain a priſoner. Nevertheleſs, 
in this captivity my ſpirit was not 
depreſſed. I amuſed myſelf with 

forming 
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forming future ſchemes of diſſi- 
pation. It was then that I pro- 
jected my preſent empire, which 
conſiſts in rendering others till 
ſubſervient to my felicity, in a 
manner unheard of in any age or 
nation. I no ſooner regained my 
liberty, than I aſſociated with cer- 
tain ſquadrons that ſubſiſted by 
depredation. We robbed (Bleſſed 
Virgin! how we robbed!) from 
one end of England to the other. 
No thicket, no foreſt, no mountain 
was unknown to us. We eluded 
every effort of the civil power. 
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189 ADVENTURES OF 


Our laſt famous ſtrong hold was 
at the Peak of Derby. Our cavern 
became an opulent and reſplendent 
magazine, from the humble flitch 
of bacon to manufactures in gold 
and filver. It was there that I 
laid the firſt foundation of this 
authority, which I maintain over 
theſe contented and obedient ban- 
ditti. The various plans of plea- 
ſure which I invented and effected, 
at once indulged their appetites 
and ſoothed their love of eaſe. 
By degrees they grew attached to 


my perſon and my opinion: they 


felt 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 1883 
felt that my abilities were ſuperior 
to their own, and that they enjoyed 
under my government all the 
ſweets of depredation, without be- 
ing ſubject to the inconvenience 
and eveh the dangers of anarchy. 


In proceſs of time we abandoned 
the Peak of Derby, and migrated 
to this foreſt, which is not only 
better ſituated for ſpoil, (being 
near a great thoroughfare) but alſo 
more intricate and impervious to 
the magiſtracy. The: brutality. of 
my followers hath been, partly by 

complying 
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complying with my inſtitutions, 
and partly by a mixture with much 
knightly company, refined into 
decorum ; and any outrage in any 
individual of our clan would draw 
upon him not only my particular 
diſpleaſure, but likewiſe the ge- 
neral indignation of the commu- 


nity. 


Thus have I related to you, 
illuſtrious nobles, the origin, and 
progreſs, and eſtabliſhment of our 
ſtate, with a ſummary review of 
the moſt remarkable particulars of 

my 


cl 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 183 
my own extraordinary life and 
character. My conduct, it is cer- 
tain, hath been ſomewhat in- 
correct: yet with reaſon I may 
affirm, that it proceeded from no 
inborn maliciouſneſs of ſoul, no 
propenſity in my nature to moleſt 
mankind. My ſole aim was to 
partake of pleaſure in its utmoſt 
extent, to which unlucky turn of 
mind my education had contri- 
buted. Miſerable, thrice miſerable 
is the life of a younger brother. 
We are brought up in the caſtles 
of o fathers, amidſt the luxury 
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and diſſipation attendant on great 
families; are at length turned out 
with all our appetites about us, 
and an inconſiderable allowance 
termed the fortune of a younger 
brother. Our wants (that is, our 
defires, which by habit become 
wants) remain, while our means 
of pratification are abridged, or 
even annihilated. I, it muſt be 
confeſſed, for a little time held a 
living: but I treat, in the general, 
of the forlorn ſtate of younger 
brethren. For what, illuſtrious 
nobles, is an ignominiouꝶ beef- 
ſteak 
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ſteak to him who hath been habi- 
tuated to a triple diſplay of viands 
at the board of a knight or baron? 
His parents inſpire him with the 
love of purple and fine linen, and 
of faring ſumptuouſly every day; 
and yet expect from him in future 
the ſelf-denial of an anchorite. 


Again: (for the ſubject leads 
me even beyond younger brethren, 
and entices me to touch upon 


education in general) in youth we 


are either committed to the care 


of private preceptors, or quartered 


at 
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1866 ADVENTURES OF 


at ſchools and colleges, the maſters 
of which are required to imbue 
our minds with knowledge, and 
(what is of far greater moment) 
to make us honeſt men. Never- 
theleſs, what is the iflue? At 
home, our parents and our kinſ- 
men unravel the beauteous web of 
ethics which our inſtructors have 
woven for us; they dice, are in- 
ebriated, are profane in our pre- 
ſence: the precepts of brilliant 
wiſdom, delivered in the learned 
lore of Athens and of Rome, are 


derided by the very perſons who 


pay 


anc 
an 
ie 
pri 
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pay others for imparting them ; 


and the parent, by a pernicious 
and unaccountable warfare, be- 


preceptor. 


In ſchools and univerſities the 
volumes we peruſe inculcate the 
pureſt maxims of political inte- 
grity : the inſtructors enforce them; 
it is their duty, it is their pride; 
till the ſtudent returns to contem- 
plate a father who himſelf is a 
pattern of the vileſt venality, and 
who hath laboured to eradicate 


from 


188 ADVENTURES OF 

from his own inglorious þreaſt 
every principle that tended to form 
the accompliſhed citizen, O ye 
blind, and degenerate, and cor- 
rupted race of beings! wherefore 
this ignoble mockery under the 
title of education? Ye pay ſti- 
pends to the learned to teach virtue 
to your offspring, not for the ſake 
of virtue, but becauſe ye find it 
cuſtomary. The province of the 
hired teacher hath its limits : the 


work is incomplete until you have 


crowned it ; for domeſtic example 
is the key-ſtone of education. 
Yet 
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Yet think not, noble warriors, 
that all theſe complaints have 
ariſen from fad experience in the 
houſe from which I ſpring, Sir 
Audemar, my father, was an ho- 
nourable knight, and an ardent 
lover of his country. If firſt in 
his manſion I was made acquainted 
with Luxury, he little imagined 
that I ſhould one day have occa- 
ſion to wiſh that I had never 
known her. 


But to return to my condition 
of patriarch—— 
Here 


having rendered 1 N lr by 


Here the lord duke of Lancafter, 


repeating the declamation of Ray- 
mond, was ſuddenly conſtrained to 
ſuſpend his narrative, and retire to 
his own caſtle. 


VISIT 
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F IS 43 MC 


THE duke, on the 
enſuing day, thus proceeded: 


Many and various, continued 
the patriarch, are the opinions 
entertained with reſpect to my 
character, and the motives which 
gave riſe to this eſtabliſhment. 
Some, who are inclined to think 

ſeverely 
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92 ADVENTURES or 
ſeverely of me, aſſert that I am a 
ruffian the moſt ferocious and in- 
ſufferable ; that I farſt rob, and 
then ridicule the ſubjects of our 
lord the king, and detain them in 
an uncomfortable and inglorious 
captivity : : that I have traiterouſl y 
inſulted the majeſty of the Engliſh 
nation, by maintaining an armed 
force in the very bowels of the 
kingdom ; and that the fraud 
which I make uſe of to entrap the 
unwary paſſenger is as diſtant from 
true valour as it is deſerving of the 

Fc deepeſt 
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deepeſt vengeance which the le- 
giſlature can deviſe. 


Others, on the contrary, who 
behold my principles and practices 
in a more favourable point of 
view, contend that my deſigns are 
leſs atrocious than it is imagined; 
that if I pillage, and reſtrain the 
loco-motive faculty of ſuch as have 
accidentally become ſubject to my 
ſway, it is with the laudable inten- 
tion to make them merry, like 
myſelf, and to diſſipate the gloom 


of their worldly anxieties, (and 
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who is there that hath them not?) 
by expending their own ſpoils for 


their behoof and entertainment ; 
that with me dwell innocent feſti- 
vity and knightly decorum, (and 
more than theſe what reaſonable 


being can deſire?) and that, as 


very many perſons of both ſexes, 


and of all conditions, within this 
realm of England, are tormented 
in divers ways with the malady 
of depreſſed ſpirits, which, how 


worthy or how wealthy ſoever 


thoſe perſons may be, create in- 
finite diſturbance both to them 


and 
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and their connections, I, by com- 
pelling them to partake of our 
hilarity, and by ſpreading the 
contagion of my merriment 
amongſt them, do actually chaſe 
away thoſe cruel horrors from 
their minds, and thus remedy a 
diſeaſe that was before deemed in- 
curable; that the mildaeſs and 
equity of my adminiſtration, and 
the perpetual diverſity of pleaſures 
that I afford, are no mean com- 
penſation for the infringement on 
their freedom, which laſt is my 
fole and unavoidable act of 


K 2 tyranny ; 
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tyranny ; that, even were they at 
liberty, what other purſuit would 
they have had but pleaſure, in 
ſome one of its various and infinite 


modifications ? 


With reſpect to my ridiculing 
the perſons whom I have robbed, 
it is alledged that my remarks are 
of benefit to thoſe who hear them, 
and that the objects themſelves of 
ſuch ſalutary ſtrictures may cor- 


rect, in this retirement, with my 


critical aid, ſome follies that, in 
life at large, would expoſe them to 


4 keener 
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keener ſhafts of derifion and diſ- 
dain, than any they can experience 
within the territories of Ray- 
mond. 


It is faid, moreover, that my 
method of obtaining freſh addi- 
tions to the aſſembly, ſo far from 
being an outrage againſt true 
valour, is, if a bloodleſs victory 
can be accounted the moſt glo- 
rious, an act of real heroiſm ; that 
it is wiſely adapted to the end of 
my inſtitution, which is a frequent 
ſupply of new faces and characters, 

K 3 and 
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and that violence, in ſuch a caſe, 
would but endanger the lives of 
thoſe for the fake of whoſe ſociety 
the capture was attempted. In 
fine, it is obſerved that I am now 
far ſtricken in years, and that a 
conſtant variety of diverſions 1s 
become neceſſary ; that the world, 
in my earlier days, had uſed me 
but unkindly, and that now it is 
my turn to make that world recom- 
penſe me, by compelling it to 
contribute to my ſupport and my 
feſtivity. Here ended the pa- 
triarch. 

It 
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It was now midnight, and the 
company yet enjoying the dance, 
when Raymond, anxious for the 
health of his female gueſts, aroſe, 
and thus addreſſed them: My 
children, ſorry I am to be obliged 
to check your innocent entertain- 
ment; but my ſolicitude for your 
well-being, (and it is as a tender 
pareat that I ſpeak) demands that, 
for the preſent, I ſhould exhort 
you to give over. He faid, and 
the dancers, though reluctantly, 
diſperſed. The lady Hermunduza 
wiped her warm face, and, with 


K 4 her 
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her right arm a-kimbo, and hold- 


ing a corner of her apron in her 


left hand, marched up and down 


the hall, as it were to cool herſelf. 
Sir Marmaduke now ceaſed to take 
notice of his limbs. Sir Hum- 
phrey de Waverley, fatigued with 
the dances, and with affecting to 
be unaffected, was very glad to reſt 
himſelf. Sir Hubert modeſtly fate 
down. Friar Matthew made a 
truce with propriety of language; 
but the ſquire who new the 
world, though inclined to take his 
eaſe, would firſt tell the lady Her- 


mundura 


_—_. 
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mundura a pleaſant ſecret about 
the Low Countries; and which, 
the better to aſſiſt memory, was in 
the laſt leaf but one of his Rinaldo 
de Montauban. | | 


And now many of the fair drew 
round the patriarch, for the pur- 
poſe of converſing with him, and 
of receiving the encomiums which 
he with a liberal voice beſtowed 
on their reſpective merits. Theſe 
praiſes produced no incon liderable 
effect: flattery, even from a robber, 


is delightful to the female car; 
K 5 and 
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and this politic old man, by arts 
like theſe, contrived to keep the 


ladies in good-humour with their 


captivity. Patriarch, did I dance 
well? cried the lady Barbarina, 
with a ſmiling face, and ſeating 
herſelf briſkly beſide him. Ad- 
mirably, my child, ſaid he, gently 
patting her upon the cheek, your 
delicate and well - proportioned 
frame ſeemed to promiſe it at the 
outſet, and my conjectures con- 
cerning you have been in no wiſe 
diſappointed. But, my darling, 
do not jump quite ſo high for the 

future. 
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future. You are a fine little 
damſel: by the head of Saint 
Francis I ſhall become enamoured 
of you. As Raymond uttered 
theſe words, the lady Barbarina 
took the opportunity to laugh, 
and exhibited her white teeth to a 
moſt enviable advantage. The 
lord Ferdinand Fitzwarrenne now 
approached, and, having ſome 
tender ſayings to impart, led her 
off to a diſtant corner. 


The company, refreſhed with 
confections and cooling liquors, 
K 6 at 
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at length took their leave of the 
patriarch for the night, who re- 
plied, ©* Good night, my children; 
« holy Mary keep ye.” This 
faid, cach retired to his particular 
habitation. I had not been long 
in mine, when a voice from an 
adjoining cabbin (the partition 
being thin, and in many places 
perforated) thus attracted my at- 
tention : It is often, brother, that 
I reflect on, and indeed deplore 
the condition of us uſhers. To 
inſpect, and be anſwerable for the 
conduct of youthful ladies; to be 
hated, 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 2 
hated, and ſpited, and mocked, 
and mortified, is more, I vow to 
the Heavens, than I am well able 
to bear. Bleſſed be the auſpicious 
hour, thrice bleſſed, when my 
ladies and I, pacing with our 
palfreys through the wilderneſs 
adjacent, were beguiled and cir- 
cumvented by the melody of 
Mirandora. I fay, brother, that I 
rejoice in my captivity, and pray 
God that it may laſt as long as 
I have to live. For, fince we 
have fojourned amongſt theſe 
merry-making caitiffs, I have en- 

joyed 
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joyed more eaſe, yea alſo better 
cheer, than ever I had to boaſt of 
at the caſtle of Sir Percival. Here 
dainſels muſt look to themſelves ; 
uſhers are, in this place, an utter 
nullity. So that, brother, let us 
even make the moſt of our good 
fortune, and indulge ourſelves in 
plealure, though it be but amongſt 


free-booters. 


He ended, and a ſecond voice 
{the voice of another uſher) replied 


as follows : Your complaints, 


brother uſher, are not unjuſt ; our 


lives 


wh 


My 
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lives are a perpetual dilemma. If 
faithful to our employers, and 
rigid ſuperintendants of what is 
committed to our care, the youth- 
fal abhor us, and deviſe divers 
ſchemes to make us wretched or 
ridiculous. If treacherous to our 
truſt, and indulgent to our ladies, 
to what perils are we not expoſed 
from their giddineſs or their in- 
gratitude? In either point of 
view, then, our lot is truly pitiable. 


Jam weary of my calling, and 
will be no more an uſher. Never- 
theleſs, brother, I have a curioſity 

to 
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to learn the particular fort of miſ- 
chiefs with which you have been 
aggrieved while in your uſherly 


vocation, to the end that I may 
compare your calamities with my 
own, ſo ſhall we affectionately 
condole with each other, and, if 
practicable, adminiſter reciprocal 
conſolation. And I, replied the 
former, have the like defire to hear 
what miſadventures have been your 
portion. To whom the ſecond 
uſher: Do but gratify me firſt, 
and I will faithfully unfold to you 
every chapter of my miſery. Then 

| the 
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the firſt uſher, hemming to diſ- 
embarraſs his voice, began in the 
words which follow: My father 


Was an armourer 


But, my lord of Marche, faid 
the duke of Lancaſter, permit me 
to adjourn this hiſtory until the 


viſit of to-morrow. The earl 


Mortimer, ever courteous and con- 


ſiderate, acquieſced, and John of 


Gaunt withdrew. 


—_—_ — — 2 © 
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BUT the next day 


the duke thus reſumed the narra- 


tion : 


My father, faid the firſt uſher, 


was an armourer in the city of 


Coventry. Obſerving that I diſ- 


covered no genius for the anvil, 


he ſent me to a free ſchool, where 


I was 
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I was put into Latin grammar 
long before I could even tolerably 
read my native tongue. At length, 
having made ſome little progreſs 
in literature, my father took me 
home, in order to keep accounts 
for him, and to aſſiſt in collecting 
his debts, which, alas! were pretty 
numerous; many barons diſdain- 
ing to pay him for their armour, 
and others cruelly cauſing him to 
miſ-ſpend his time in waiting in the 


baſe courts, or in the barbicans * 


* The barbican was the outer gate, the 
porter's lodge. 


of 
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of their caſtles: then, if haply it 
were a clear day, they would at 
laſt come forth on horſeback, and, 
as they pranced over the draw- 
bridge, would condeſcendingly nod 
at him, and cry, ** fo, Timothy; 
but not a ſyllable concerning the 


money that was owing to us. 


In fine, my father, weary of 
being © % Timothy'd” thus often, 
and perceiving that his buſineſs 
was faſt verging to the decline, 
addreſſed me one day as follows: 


Simeon, 
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Simeon, thou art now in the 
ſtate of manhood ; it is time that 
thou ſhouldſt bethink thee of ſome 
reputable mode of life, which may 
not only bring thee bread, but 
even enable thee to affiſt thy poor 
father in his neceſſity. I have 
been pondering, my fon, upon 
thy parts and thy diſpoſition ; with 
thy merit thou mayeſt hope to 
arrive at the poſt of uſher in ſome 
ancient and auguſt houſe, from 
which thou couldſt derive a plea- 
fant ſtipend for the preſent, with 
the proſpect of an aſylum when 


thou 


WS | 
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thou art old and inconfiderable. 
Therefore, my ſon, faid he, ac- 
cuſtom thyſelf betimes to the 
practice of a becoming gravity, as 
well in thy ſpeech as in thy bodily 
demeanour. At the fame time 
he admoniſhed me to nouriſh a 
length of beard. 


I religiouſly complied with theſe 
injunctions of my parent. Ere 
three months were at an end, my 
viſage, from frequent exerciſe, had 
acquired a rare folemnity ; my ut- 
terance was regular and precile ; 

| 1 
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and, if a beard of eleven inches 
can be a recommendation to any 
mortal, that recommendation was 


indiſputably mine. 


In this guiſe did I repair to the 
caſtle of Sir Percival, a venerable 
knight of threeſcore and ten, who, 
it was rumoured, had occafion 
for an uſher, to conduct two 
youthful damſels, one his niece 
and one his grand-daughter, the 
former of whom was named the 
lady Philippa, the latter the lady 
Florinda : they both are at preſent 


captives 
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captives in this delicious habita- 
tion. Sir Percival was much 
ſtruck with my orderly and grave 
aſpect, and, after ſtarting a few 
queſtions as to my origin and edu- 
cation, admitted me a member of 
his family. I flew to my father 
Timothy for the refidue of my 
apparel, and for certain books of 
chivalry which I was addicted to 
peruſe. My father wept for joy 
at the tidings of my eſtabliſhment, 
and out of his ſcanty treaſure gave 
me three and twenty ſhillings, 
that I might not be held con- 
temptible 
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temptible in the eſtimation of the 
houſehold. 


In the evening I returned to the 
caſtle, and was preſented by my 
patron to his niece and grand- 
daughter. The lady Philippa was 
in her fifteenth year; her deceaſed 
father, a baron of exalted quality, 
had tranſmitted to her a rich in- 
heritance, which, together with 
the recollection of her noble birth, 
had diffuſed an air of haughtineſs 
over the deportment of this damſcl, 
but which, nevertheleſs, the viva- 

Vor. I. ww City 
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city and reſtleſſneſs of her temper 
would on ſeveral occaſions entice 
her to forget. Moreover, ſhe was 
very pretty, and received much 
praiſe and flattery from her lovers; 
a circumſtance which augmented 
the loftineſs of her mind. 


Her couſin, the lady Florinda, 
was of a milder caſt of ſoul ; leſs 
proud, leſs beautiful, but more 
lovely than the lady Philippa. She 
was in the amiable bloom of fix- 
teen, and poſſeſſed ſomething fo 


agreeable and bewitching in her 
manners, 
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manners, that, with not quite ſo 
large a dowry, ſhe had full as many 
adorers as her ſtately kinſwoman. 
As I approached them, the lady 
Philippa, to avoid offending Sir 
Percival, endeavoured a little to 
ſubdue the diſdainfulneſs of her 


demeanour ; nevertheleſs it was 


manifeſt, from certain fide looks, 


and a particular motion of her 
head, that ſhe beheld me with 
_ conſiderable contempt. The lady 


Florinda looked arch. 


L 2 | Theſe 
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Theſe were no pleafing omens 
of that reſpect, and even authority, 
which I had vainly hoped to enjoy. 
I retired ſomewhat diſpirited to my 
chamber; but, ſoon reflecting that 
this reception might have been 
merely the reſult of a momentary 
levity, I prepared to exert myſelf 
with diligence in my function. 
The firſt attempt which I made 
at reformation in my youthful 


ladies was one morning, as I at- 
tended them on a viſit to a neigh- 
bouring caſtle. The diſtance be- 
ing ſhort, we did not ride. Now 

the 


diſti 
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the lady Philippa, when ſhe 
walked, had a cuſtom of ſwinging 
one arm back and forward, which 
I deemed to be rather maſculine, 
and unbefitting a damſel of her 
eſtate and quality. I collected 
therefore into my countenance 
whatever gravity I was poſſeſſed 
of, and leaning both hands upon 
my ſtaff of ebony, reprimanded the 
fair niece of Sir Percival in theſe 


words: Nothing favours more of 


propriety, nor is withal more de- 
lightful, than a due regard to thoſe 
diſtinguiſhing marks (of geſture 

Ly; and 
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and manner, I mean) which nature. 


hath beſtowed on either ſex, to the 
end that we might diſcriminate by 
other exterior tokens beſides that 
of their attire. [ Here, brother, I 
coughed a little ; my father having 
remarked, as a fecret in uſherſhip, 
that a fictitious cough, when ſea- 
ſonably introduced, contributes to 
render one both intereſting and 
venerable, and is, as it were, an 
indication of ſteady thoughts.] It 
is therefore, my lady Philippa, 
continued I, that I would perſuade 
you to lay afide that ſwinging of 


your 
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your arm, and that I recommend 
both to you and to my lady Florinda 
a firmer ſtep in your mode of 
walking, inaſmuch as that manner 
of tottering on your heels imparts 
an unſeemly motion to your heads 


and your whole bodies, which, in 


my judgment, hath the appearance 
of affectation, and even of pride, 
than which nothing can be more 
unſuitable to your maidenly con- 
dition. For there is a diſcreetneſs 
of air and of attitude, a reſervedneſs 
in the very limbs as well as in the 

countenance, meet for perſons of 
| L 4 your 


224 ADVENTURES or 

your virgin years, and ornamental 
to womankind at any æra of their 
being. I beſeech ye, therefore, 
my ladies, to give ear to what I 


advance, and to incline to a ſpeedy - 


amendment. 


I was proceeding, brother, in 
this ſtrain, when the lady Philippa, 
who reddened with indignation, 
and toſſed her head until I verily 
thought it would drop off, replied 
abruptly, that had I known the 
limits of my office better, I would 


not have addrefſed them in a ſtyle 


of 
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of ſuch authority: that the duty 
of an uſher was ſolely to attend 
them at church and at viſitings, 
to go before them in a ſtiff poſture, 
and to hand them in and out in a 
ſolemn and ſubmiſſive manner. 
You will conceive, brother, that 
this diſcourſe did not fail to ſur- 
prize and mortify me. Pardon 
me, my lady, cried I with ſome 


emotion, ſuch may indeed have 
been the paltry and circumſcribed 
functions of the uſhers of former 
days. We of the preſent age are 
intruſted with a more onerous and 
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important charge than that of 
being fimple gentlemen of the 
| ceremonies. It is ours, my lady, 
| {this I Gaid with a firm accent] to 
regulate, and, as it were, prune away 
thoſe indecorous excreſcencies of 
behaviour, if I may fo term them, 
which, in the merriment of youth, 
are inconſiderately adopted as ſo 
many charms and graces, though 
Heaven knows they are clearly and 
deplorably the reverſe. But this, 
my lady, is not all. To exhort, 
nay, to urge ye to the peruſal of 
devout volumes, and to an indefa- 

tigable 


the 
ot! 
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tigable attention to embroidery and 
ten-ſtitch, whereby your youthful 
minds would be wholeſomely pre- 
occupied, and little or no room 
left for filly thoughts, and for un- 
ſafe tenderneſſes towards ſhewy 
knights of neither affluence nor 
anceſtry ; this to perform, I fay, 
is the very ſublimity of uſher- 
ſhip. 


By this time we had reached 
the manſion of our neighbour, 
otherwiſe I ſhould have uttered a 


good deal more ; having aſſembled. 
L 6 matter 
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matter that was methodical and 
irreſiſtible. But ere long I was a 
victim to their vengeance. In the 
evening we returned to the caſtle 
of Sir Percival. In this there was 
a circular tower, containing ſundry 


rooms, the uppermoſt of which 
had been allotted to me. Below 
there was an apartment in which 
the ladies abode, when they read, 
or ſang, or plied the labours of the 
needle. One common ftair-caſe 
communicated with the whole, 
and at night-time was illumined 
by a ſingle lamp, which hung 

about 
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about half-way between the top 
and the bottom. This lamp they 
maliciouſly (God-in heaven forgive 
them for it) were in the practice 
of extinguiſhing, as ſoon as the 
bell rang for ſupper, when we 
quitted our reſpective apartments, 
they to join Sir Percival, and I to 
_ fit down to a table in the but- 


tery, provided for the ſuperior 
domeſtics. 


As the ſtairs were ſteep, and in 
many parts uneven, (it was as if 
one deſcended a belfry) I, who 

with 
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with the beſt light found them 
difficult and irkſome, was not a 
little embarrafled; nay affrighted, 
in attempting to go down them in 
the dark. So that, brother, by 
the time that I could arrive at the 
buttery, the ſupper was quite cold, 
and the beſt bits devoured. For 
ſervants hate us uſhers, inaſmuch 
as -they know not well in what 
claſs to conſider us; we being 
neither ſervants, as they are, nor 
gentlemen, like their betters ; but 
2 dubious ſpecies of officers, to 
whom they are cautious of paying 
= too 
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too much reſpect, and yet afraid of 
ſhewing too little. Theſe delays 
were to me intolerable: For I 
loved ſomething ſavoury for ſupper ; 
and theſe wicked damſels knew it, 
by intelligence from their waiting- 


Women. 


Sometimes too, in order ſtill to 
heighten their revenge, they diſ- 
poſed an old truncheon upon one 
of the ſtairs, which, when trodden 
on, would infallibly betray my 
feet, and hurry, or rather launch 
me with ſuch a perilous velocity, 

2 that 
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that I narrowly eſcaped fracturing 
my members. They had alſo a 
favourite fox-dog, that was grown 


aged and ill-tempered ; this noxious 


animal they cauſed to lie upon the 


ſtair-caſe; ſo that I, in deſcending 


without a glimmering of light, 
muſt of neceſſity put my foot on 
his body: whereupon he would 
bounce ſuddenly with a hideous 
howling, ſnap at my legs alarm- 
ingly, and often throw me down. 


One night likewiſe, as I was 
moving with much caution, and 


praiſing 
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praiſing all the faints that no. fox- 
dog was in my way, by miſtake 
and fore miſchance I went down a 
ſecond ſtair-caſe, which branched 
out of the other, near the bottom. 
Whence is it, faid I in a whiſper, 
that this night I am fo tedious in 
my deſcent? I thought I had 
been near the buttery ere now: 
aſſuredly I ſhall be late for ſupper, 
or, at beſt, ſhall obtain but a 
few lakewarm fragments. Bleſſed 
Mary! whither am I going? I 
reckoned that by this time I muſt 

be very deep, conſidering the 
number 
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number of ſteps I had deſcended. 
But conceive my ſurprize and 
terror, when, on feeling around 
me, I found myſelf in a horrid 
vault, damp, noiſome, and abound- 
ing with vermin, whoſe reiterated 
ſqueaking appalled me to the very 
heart. I ſought for the ſtairs, but 
in vain, Oh, God! exclaimed I, 
with a groan that would have 
melted even a giant to compaſſion, 
here am I without food many fa- 
thoms under the earth! What 
mortal can hear my voice from this 
diſmal profundity ? I ſhall famiſh, 


and 
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and be a prey to ravenous crea- 
tures. I was forthwith in a ſtrong 
perſpiration. Alas! continued I, 
this comes of my reproaches to 
the ladies Philippa and Florinda. 
What had I to do with their 
ſwinging, or their tottering? Why 
not have diſcreetly held my peace, 
and enjoyed their good opinion, 
and the comforts of this caſtle ? 
But then, faid I, on the other fide, 
was it not a duty owing to myſelf 


and to Sir Percival? No—1 repent 


not of my rigour : I periſh a martyr 
to my integrity. 


At 
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At length I bethought me of 
ſhouting. I hallowed until the 
cavern re-echoed. Fortunately, 
one of the handmaids, who was 
going up to the chambers, heard 
my outcries, and gave notice, that 
there was a voice from the dun- 
geon. Whereupon lights were 
brought. By the aid of the ſerv- 
ing-men, I aſcended, pale, trem- 
bling, and in a deadly ſweat, amidſt 
repeated burſts of laughter from 
the aſtoniſhed and diverted houſe- 
hold. Sir Percival hearing the up- 
roar, ſent a page to inquire the 


cauſe; 
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cauſe 3 and, upon learning my diſ- 
aſter, gave orders that I ſhould be 
put to-bed, and that a tankard 
of mulled fack, with a toaſt and 
nutmeg in it, ſhould be inſtantly 
made ready to recruit and comfort 


You are ſenfible, brother, no 
doubt, that I have not without rea- 
fon lamented the lot of uſhers. 
Only that it would have been fin- | 
ful in a perſon of my calling, I 
could have curſed my perſecutreſſes 


in the bitterneſs of my foul, But 
their 
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their malice ſtopped not here, 
Whenſoever they eſpied me paſſing 
through the court of the caſtle, 
they tittered from behind the bat- 
tlements, or through ſome adja- 
cent ſpike-hole, which diſquieted 
me beyond conception. For, of 
all inferior noiſes, tittering was the 
moſt offenſive to me. My nerves 


were not equal to it. Moreover, 
it annoyed, and, as it were, un- 
dermined that importance and re- 
ſpeRability, which are the corner- 
ſtones of our profeſſion ; it diſcon- 
certed the grave deportment which 

I was 
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IT was wont to aſſume, and was 
more than a man of my beard 
could well put up with. Accord- 
ingly, one afternoon, I rebuked 
them in the following terms : 
Tittering, ſaid I, leaning on my 
ſtaff of ebony, is a frivolous and 
diſcourteous ebullition of the ſpirits 
in youthful perſons, particularly 
of the female ſex, and is obſerved 
to be moſt prevalent during what 
is called their teens. For, after 
they have attained to the twentieth 
year of life, they, in general, be- 
come mature, demure, circumſpect, 

and 
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and rational. Tittering, my la- 
dies, is either a girliſh and unwo- 
manly affectation of being merry 
at the expence of others, by de- 
riding, or attempting to deride, 
in a half. ſuppreſſed and ignoble 
ſtyle of laughter, ſome peculiarity 
in their raiment, ſpeech, viſage, 
or demeanour ; or it is a thought- 
leſs and unmeaning aptitude to be 
merry ye know not why; or it 
is (what is worſt of all) a vindic- 
tive inclination to confound, put 
out of countenance, irritate, and 


affront ſome perſon who, ye ima- 
55 gine, 
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gine, hath done ye much diſplea- 
ſure. Having thus, my ladies, 
ſhewn ye the nature, origin, and 
objects of tittering, and likewiſe 


touched upon its moral deformity, 
I ſhall conclude with beſeeching 
ye to preſerve in future a more ſtaid, 
ſober, ſenſible, and collected beha- 
viour, than ye hitherto have been 


accuſtomed to maintain. 


I could have faid a good deal 
more, brother, having aſſembled 
rare matter ; but the remembrance 


of my paſt ſufferings now awed me 
Vor. I. _— into 
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into brevity. Nevertheleſs, this 
forbearance diſarmed not their re- 
ſentment. For, it being my of- 
fice to attend them when they took 
the air, they uſed ſecretly to cut 
the ſtrangeſt ſlits in my riding- 
hood; inſomuch that, when we 
paſſed through any village or ham- 
let, it became a pleaſant paſtime 
for the clowns and little children 
to run out, and behold theſe diſ- 
graces in my apparel, Nor was 
it until long afterwards that I 
diſcovered this their wantonneſs. 


One 
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One day the lady Florinda, 
leaning both her arms on, the croſs 
handle of my ſtaff of ebony, which 
ſhe had ſtolen from its peg, and 
careleſsly . reclining her head on 
one ſhoulder, and raiſing her eye- 


brows with an air of great folem- 
nity, accoſted me as follows: Si- 
mcon, I much admire that thou 
ever tookeſt upon thee to conduct 
youthful damſels, ſeeing what an 
arduous office, even with the beſt 
among us, it is uſually accounted 
to'be. Not to mention the many 
miſeries which are inevitably con- 
nected with it: ſuch as frequent 
M 2 loſs 
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loſs of ſupper, averſion of cham- 
ber-maids and ſerving- men, ſauci- 


| neſs and unluckineſs of pages, pe- 


ril of broken members, damnified 
apparel, and diſobedience of the 
damſels committed to thy care. 
It were better for thee, Simeon, 
to have plied the labours of the 
file and hammer in the forge of 
thy father Timothy, than thus 
to ſuffer daily, nay hourly embar- 


raſſments, in the hazardous employ 
of uſherſhip. For what boots it 
to thee, Simeon, that thou receiveſt 
a ſlender ſtipend, as a feeble remu- 
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neration for thy ineffectual toils, 
when well thou knoweſt that were 
one of us to run away, or be ſe- 
eretly wedded to ſome improper 
baron, thou aſſuredly wouldſt be 
hanged upon the battlements of 
this caſtle, for an accident which, 
peradventure, thou couldſt not 
have prevented? [ Here the fly ſlut 
coughed a little, after my manner.] 
Therefore, Simeon, I would coun- 
ſel thee to turn thy thoughts to 
ſome other occupation more com- 
fortable and ſecure. 


M 3 I could 
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I could not for my life, brother, 
with my utmoſt efforts of decorum, 
maintain a ſerious aſpect at this 
ſpeech of the lady Florinda. I 
was vexed ; but my vexation was 
in ſome degree ſubdued, by the 


perienced on this occaſion. As 
for the lady Philippa,, my confu- 
fion was to her a comedy. How- 
ever, I muſt in equity declare, that 
they were noble-hearted damſels, 


charitable to the neceſſitous, and 
of lively parts and underſtanding : 
but, incited by the hilarity inſepa- 

rable 


propenſity to laughter that I ex- 
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rable from their years, they took 
too much delight in tormenting 


their poor uſher. 


The words of the lady Florinda 
concerning hanging on the battle- 
ments, though doubtleſs uttered ' 
but in jeſt, created, I muſt con- 
feſs, ſome uneaſineſs within me. 
It was an idea that had never 
ſtruck either myſelf or my father 
Timothy. Who can tell, thought 
I, what the headſtrong temper of 
youth, and the arts of deſigning 
nobles may betray theſe damſels to 

M 4 commit ? 
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commit? In fine, brother, fo little 
peace had I enjoyed in my voca- 


tion, that I was an hundred times 
on the point of informing the 
good Sir Percival that life was a 
burthen to me, and of requeſting 
forthwith my diſmiſſion. But 
this ancient knight, though bene- 
volent of heart, was nevertheleſs 
of a limited underſtanding, and 
could not be perſuaded that any 
damſel highly born could be guilty 
of an indiſcretion. Pride of an- 
ceſtry was his prevailing weak 


neſs; memorials of it were extant 


A in 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 249 


in every cranny of his reſidence. 
Not a wall, not a cieling, not a 
chimney, not a door, not a cup- 
board, not a baniſter, but exhibited 
ſome armorial bearing of his pro- 
genitors, or of families connected 
with his own by marriage. Ac- 
cordingly, I entertained ferious 
thoughts of ſtudying heraldry. 
Every night, for the firſt week, I 
had regular dreams and viſions of 
or, argent, gules, bends dexter and 
finiſter, with griffins, antelopes, 
and lions rampant: but the go- 
vernment of my two damſels ſoon 

| = engroſſed 
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engroſſed all my attention, and 
weaned me from that croſs- 
grained and extraordinary branch 
of ſcience. 


Sir Percival was a portly man, 
of a clear ſkin, cleanly in his per- 
fon, and ſumptuous in his attire. 
His fole exerciſe was walking to 
and fro in the great hall, with one 
hand in his boſom, and the other 
behind his back. In his attitude 
there was a ſlight ſtoop, not un- 
ſuitable to his time of life ; in his 
gait a flow movement of the 
hinder 
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hinder parts from right to left, 
which occaſioned a regular and 
not ungraceful dangling of his 
ſkirts ; circumſtances that, toge- 
ther with a gentle agitation of his 
head, which was more the effect 
of old age than of affectation, dif- 
fuſed over his perſon a gentle- 
manly appearance. His principal 
enjoyment during theſe his ambu- 
lations, was to gaze ever'and anon 
at the hereditary ſuits of armour 
that hung againſt the arches, and 
at pictures of grim knights with 
battle-axes and maces, the Per- 
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eivals of ancient days. It was 
eaſy to divine, from the ſatisfaction 
in his face, that he bleſſed the 
powers above that he was of fo 
dignified an extraction, Sir Per- 


cival, however, had ſomething 


affable and mild about him, and 
his domeſtics and retainers were 
affectionately attached to him. 


This deſcription of my patron 
leads me round to my firſt object, 
which was to ſhew how ineffectu- 
al it would have proved, had I at- 
tempted to reveal my diſcontents 

and 
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and ſurmiſes to him: ſeeing that 
it was his maxim, that no perſon 
of pedigree could be capable of an 
unwiſe or an indecorous action. 


The danger therefore was, that 
he might diſmiſs me unpaid, and 
puniſh me, peradventure, for de- 
faming his grand-daughters. 


The laſt trick they played me 
was to contrive, on days that 1 
was to attend them on horſe-back, 
that the grooms ſhould give me 
the oldeſt and lazieſt palfrey ig 
the ſtables, while they themſelves 


Were 
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were mounted upon beaſts of the 
beſt mettle. Add to this, that, 
of a windy day, my eyes, if oppo- 
ſed to the gale, were apt to water, 
which prevented me from ſeeing as 
accurately as my office perhaps de- 
manded. This the damſels knew, 
and therefore never failed to ride 
againſt the wind. One day, while 
my eyes were thus heavily afflicted, 
the ſtubborn inactivity of my ſteed 
adding much to my chagrin, the 
two ladies on a ſudden whipped 
their palfreys, and in a few mi- 
nutes were beyond the reach both 
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of my viſion and my voice. I 
proceeded tediouſly, (though I had 
almoſt broken my ſtaff of ebony, 
in beating the tardy beaſt) and at 
length perceived them hiding at 
the corner of a foreſt. As I ap- 
| proached, the lady Philippa cried 
aloud, Simeon, Simeon, why Si- 
meon, in the name of Holy Mary, 
what hath kept thee? Is it thus 
that thou takeſt charge of us dam- 
ſels? O that Sir Percival were ac- 
quainted with thy treachery. He 
would confine thee in the dungeon 
for a month. Who knows, idle 


and 
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and inconſiderate uſher, what 
knights might have been in this 
foreſt ? or what might have. be- 
fallen us, helpleſs as we are, whilſt 
thou wert taking thy pleaſure ſlow - 
ly and at eaſe, inattentive to thy 
duty, and to the peril of thy la- 
dies? O wicked, wicked uſher! 


I was preparing, brother, to 
reply, as well as the ſtate of things 
would permit, (having aſſembled 
no matter for this unexpected oc- 
caſion) when the ſound of divers 
inſtruments, and of human me- 


lody, 
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lody, affailed our aſtoniſhed ears. 
We rode further into the foreſt, 


and fell into the fame misfortune, 
(if ſuch it may be called) which 
you and the reſt of our fellow cap- 
tives have experienced. 
judgment on you, my ladies, cried 
I, as ſoon as we awoke from the 
deep ſlumber into which that di- 


vine liquor had caſt us, it is a 


It is a 


judgment on ye both, for the mi- 
ſeries ye have cauſed me to en- 


dure, 


Never- 
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Nevertheleſs, brother, I was 
ſomewhat diſappointed by this 
ſtrange turn of fortune, having in- 
dulged within my heart the aſ- 
piring and glorious hope, that for 
me it was reſerved to baniſh ſwing- 
ing, tottering, and tittering, from 
the catalogue of female follies, 
and that I ſhould acquire thereby 
an immortal renown, and be ac- 
counted the very cream and flower 
of our fraternity. And here, my dear 
brother, are they dancing among 
robbers, with as little concern, as 
if the good old Sir Percival were 

not numbered with the living. 
Thus 


SD OO = © mm 2A £ 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 259 


Thus ended the firſt uſher his 
afflicting narrative. 


By this time the duke of Lan- 
caſter was very much fatigued with 
reciting ſo long a ſtory ; inſomuch 
that he was conſtrained to call for 
a cup of Canary. Being refreſhed 
therewith, he took his leave, pro- 
miſing the lord Edmond Mortimer 
that he would faithfully relate the 
calamities of the ſecond uſher, at 
their next meeting. 
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